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V.   PATHS  THROUGH  THE 
WILDERNESS 

When  the  first  venturesome  pion-  ^^^^  2S%^\ 

il^et^^^i  tty°  reached  a  total  of  ^ , 
of  paths  that  could  be  fon^ed^miteB^  ^  f       Tennes.  | 

comparative  ease.    These  were  maae      a  followed  by  nam- 

by  wild  animals  in  search  of  food ^  ox  see  to  ™  '  and  was  used 

drink  or  salt.  Kentucky  was  a  natural  erous  ^ ent^  /    f      '  Crab  Orchard, 
game  preserve  affording  ffuge  for  ^aXFort  and  Crow's  J'ort.  Early' 
fmall    fur.bearing_i_animals »    ^!  »Dsaffi  a^f erred  to  it  - 


small  lur-weamis  «■»*"  T'onrte« 
places  for  foxes,  wolves  ^d  panthers 
mossing  places  for  deer  and  elk  and 
masturaere  for  the  herds  of  huilaio 
S  came  the  first  chill  days  of 
lutumn  to  spend  the  winter  m  the 

open.  .  I 

The  buffalo,  leading  the  way,  loped 

over  the  trace  for  centuries,  beating 

it  down  into  hard  firm  roads  from  20 
I  to  60  feet  in  width.  Instinctively  they 

selected  the  most  direct  route  from 
'point  to  point,  usually  along  the 
l?i7Ures  Some  people  attribute  our 
,wordS"highway»to  the  buffalo  which 


land  patents  referred  to  it  as  the, 
"Cumberland  Trace." 

A  very  old  trace  ran  through  West 
Kentucky  from  Tennessee  to  Highland 
Lick  six  miles  from  Shawneetown, 
passing  through  Logan,  Hopkins 
Webster  Counties;  a  prong  of  it  led 
via  .Morganfield  to  a  crossing  at 
Uniontown. 

The  Palmyra-Princeton  Trail  was 
also  a  trace  from  the  Cumberland 
River  at  Palmyra,  Tennessee  to  the 
Ohio  at  Ford's  Ferry,  12  miles  from 
Shawneetown,  and  it  is  plainly  visible, 


Wo?I  "highway"  to  the  *^Z™*%^™^^£m™tY*^ 
Were  our  first  highway ^engineers.  <So  even  y  ^  rf 

accurate  were  they,  that  State  and  *°uo^ aU  ' d  «the  Varmint's  Trace." 
Federal  highways  and  even  railroads  t^^n  to  the  'Buffalo  Traces 
have  followed  then -traces     An  old  i  ^  thg  dreaded  "Warrior's 

settler,  often  quoted   said    The  inst ,  wid6j  kept  dean>  and 

road-makers  were  the  b™*'  ™*  J  hiding  places  or  pockets,  m  jwhich 
injun,  and  the  mjuneer  TJf,^"a^  great  numbers  of  warriors  could  hide, 
traces  influenced  the  distribution  or  g  unsuspecting  victims. 

Indian  tribes,  located  sites  for  !g£n  there  were  the  Indian  Trails, 

and  centers  of  population,  and  estab  grooves  like  those  made 

lished   routes    of  trade   and  WeU™ ~r ^lingJwn  wheel,  over  which 
.They  made  it  possible  for   ^™«s.   y    Indi|ns  travelled  single  file  lit- 
r^d^W^WvSeS  Sally  stepping  in  each  others  foot- 
Ih^ro^ofer5  which  they  couh I  steps. ,  ^  .  ^ 

!  drive  their  flocks  and  herds  to  ™eir  desired  destination  of  the  pioneers, 
■  Kentucky  farms.  ,  „,  Li.p„  -tin  had  choice  of  seven  mag- 

|  The  most  noted  buffalo  trace,  which  j  ^J*11^,  Cthe  Big  Sandy,  Lick- 
the  Indians  called ■  AJpan^am- ,  f*™^™^  gait,  Green  Cumber- 
owe,  is  said  by  authorise  stobeover  ^  and  Tennessee,  up ^  which &  they 

could  .patldle  and  along  the  e  various 


I  owe,  is  saia  uy  duuw^^  ~ 
'2000  years  old,  the  oldest  road  m 
I  North  America.   It  sweeps  in  a  semi- 
circle through  North  Central  Ken- 
tucky from  the  point  where  the  bui- 
xaloes  crossed  the  Ohio,  after  connng 
down  the  Little  Miami,  to  the  iiig 
iBone  Lick  in  Boone  County,  thence 
i  fo  Drennon's  Lick  in  Henry  County 
i  Turning    northward    it    crossed   the  j 
Kentucky  River  at  the  riffle  above 
Sown  in  Franklin  County,  follow- 
ed the  ridge  to  the  Stamping  Ground, 
in  Scott  County  where  the  great  herds 
stamped   the    undergrowth   as  they 
licked  the   salt    then   Proceeded  to 
cross  North  Elkhorn  at  the  Great 
tossing,  and  on  to  the  Royal  Spring 
I  Which  supplies  water  for  the  city  of 
!  Georgetown.    From  there  it  continued 
\itl  Jay  passing  near  Paris,  Lair,  Mil- 


coum  pactaie  auu  <uy»6  ,  Si  .i_  II 
Wilderness  Paths,  they  built  the  first 
forts  and  towns  in  Kentucky. 
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MEMORIALS 

THE  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  HIGHWAY 

The  formal  launching  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Way,  which 
is  to  extend  from  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  near 
Hodgenville,  Kentucky,  to  the  site  of  the  Lincoln  Cabin  in 
Spencer  County,  at  Lincoln  City,  thence  through  Vincennes 
across  the  Wabash  River  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  occurred  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  June  2,  at  Cannelton,  when  Governor 
Harry  G.  Leslie  drove  the  first  stake  along  the  route  into  a 
corner  of  the  Perry  County  courthouse  lawn.  The  post,  of 
black  locust,  was  taken  from  timber  on  the  old  Lincoln  farm 
at  Hodgenville.  Other  participants  in  the  program  were 
Mayor  Thomas  J.  Truempy,  Cannelton,  who  gave  an  address 
of  welcome;  Albert  J.  Wedeking,  Dale,  who  introduced  Gov- 
ernor Leslie;  Judge  John  P.  Haswell,  Louisville,  Kentucky; 
and  Senator  Curtis  G.  Shake,  Vincennes.  The  inauguration 
program  was  continued  that  night  with  a  dinner  at  Tell  City, 
a  few  miles  from  Cannelton,  which  was  attended  by  nearly 
400  persons.  Governor  Leslie,  who  was  introduced  by  Colonel 
Richard  Lieber,  was  the  principal  speaker  of  the  evening.  Sur- 
veys of  the  new  highway  were  to  be  started  on  J une  6. 
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,  Jefterson  County 

KENTUCKY.  17©2-ftt>. 

Viomeir  Abraham  Lin- 
coin  MAS3ACR.E0  ft^u 
INDIANS  ON  HIS  LONG  RUM 
TATM.  M.A>Y,I7»6 


^  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  V 
S)  KENTUCKY,  17a6-»K>2.  , 

the  wioow  or  Pioneer 1 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  AND  Ht  R 
rtVEOM"*"  CHILDREN  ESTAB- 
LISHED A  HOME  OH  L\NCOl»  RUX.J 


MillCreeic,  Mastj^i  County, 
oj  kujtucjky  -i90e  to 
^  TrtOMM Lincoln,  f*t»« 

Of  THE    »RE3IDEnT,  PURCHASED 

A  farm,  and  moved  mi* 
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Springfield,  III. Howes 
ot  a!V"am  LINCOLN  t 
-  4f  tlttrS  "STORE-  APR.183T- 
JAN..1B41.  UviNfi  0VRR5P1MS 
I  «KU  DID  NOT  BAR  HIM  1  ROM  BE- 
COMINQ  A  LAWYER-   AND  LEGISLATOR.. 


William  Butler's 

v  ilOU  SE,  J  AN.ie4t-N0» 
1H2.  WLt  BOARDING 
Ht«t  LINCOLN  COURTED 
MARYTOPP,  WHOM  HE 
MARR'ED.WOV.A.ieAZ. 


Globe.  Tavern, 
Nov.  1042-  Aug. 
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PLACE OF  ROBERT 

LINCOLN  THE 
Hp:  ST  CHILD. 


f\A\  Monroe  Street 

W  AU0  1843-XMN 
1644  A  MODEST  COT- 
TAGE RENTED  AT- 
TIR  ROBER.T  LIN- 
COLN'S BIRTH. 
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MAY  I94*L_ 
rtB.1861. 


MAP  SHOWING  THOMAS  LINCOLN'S  ROUTE  TO  INDIANA 


This  map  shows  the  route  of  Thomas  Lincoln  when  he 
went  from  Knob  Creek  to  Indiana  to  find  a  new  home  in  1816. 
From  the  mouth  of  Knob  0reek,  he  floated  down  the  Rolling 
Fork  and  Salt  River  to  the  Ohio.     He  finally  landed  in 
Indiana  at  Thompson's  Ferry  near  the  mouth  of  Anderson1 s 
Creek 
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THOMPSON'S  FERRY 


The  mouth  of  Anderson  Creek,  Indiana,  where 
the  Lincoln  family  landed  after  crossing  the  Ohio. 
Later,  about  1826,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  employed  as 
ferryman  here,  for  some  months, 
L.  19.     Bv.  1-39. 


THE  OHIO  RIVER 

View  of  the  Ohio  River  as  it  appears  to-day. 
Down  this  stretch  of  water  ,  Thomas  Lincoln  guided 
his  flat-boat  in  1830. 
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MAP  OF  LINCOLN  COUNTRY 


This  map  shows  the  homes  of  Lincoln  before  he  be- 
came President.     They  should  be  located  uoon  the  maps 
of  the  Century  Atlas  and  carefully  studied  in  connect- 
ion with  the  physical  and  political  geography  of  the 
locality. 

Lincoln  Homes  Century  Atlas 

1.  Hodgenville,  Kentucky  p  40      E  5-6 

a.  Rock  Spring  Farm  on  Nolin  Creek 

b.  Knob  Creek  Farm 

2.  Gentryville,  Indiana 

Little  Pigeon  Creek  Settlement 

3.  Decatur,  Illinois 

Macon  County  Farm 

4.  Charleston,  Illinois 

Goose  Nest  Prairie  Farm  Cole 

5.  New  Salem,  Illinois 

Near  Petersburg,  Illinois 

6.  Springfield,  Illinois 
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PERIODS 
1. KENTUCKY.  1809-1816.  Aged  1-7.       7  years. 
3.  INDIANA    1816-  1830     Aged  7-31      14  years. 

3.  MACON  CO., COLES  CO.,  1830-1831.     Aged  .81-33.      1  year. 
111. MISS.  RIVER,  etc. 

4.  NEW  SALEM,  HI.        1831-1837      Aged  32-28      6  years 

5.  SPRINGFIELD,   111*     1637-1861    Aged  38-52      34  years 
6.  WASHINGTON,  D.C    1861-  1865    Aged  53-56    4  years 

1809-1865  56  years. 


AHA  If  LHCOLH 
1809-1865 

56  yaaff* 


1.  KENTUCKY"                     1809-1816  Aged    1-7  7  r«**« 

3.  IWIATJA                      1816-1830  Aged    7-31  14  years 

3.  M&ooii  Co.,  Cole©  Co. , 

BUSS*  Hr  '  etlB30-1831  Agea  31-33  1  ^ 

4.  NEW  SALEM,  tUU  1831-1837  Aged  32-38  6  years 

5.  SPRINGFIELD?  111.      1837-1861  Aged288SSB  24  year© 

6.  WAIWHW010N,  B.C.        1861-1865  Aged  53-56  4  years 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  HIGHWAY 
COMMISSION  OF  KENTUCKY 

Hon.  Ruby  Laffoon, 
Governor  of  Kentucky, 
Frankfort,  Kentucky. 

Your  commission  realizes  that  after  a  lapse  of  more  than 
a  century  it  is  impossible  to  locate  with  absolute  certainty  the 
route  traveled  by  Thomas  Lincoln  with  his  family  in  1816 
from  their  home  in  Hardin  (now  LaRue)  County,  Kentucky, 
to  their  future  home  in  what  is  now  Spencer  County,  Indiana. 
We  have  not  hoped  to  satisfy  the  public  at  large.  Not  even 
the  commission  is  a  unit  on  all  the  Report  as  submitted. 
Among  the  hundreds  of  traditional  affidavits  submitted  to 
the  commission,  it  is  rather  easy  to  select  those  that  should 
be  considered  evidence  when  studied  and  compared  with 
other  facts.  We  believe  the  great  majority  of  these  affidavits 
were  submitted  in  good  faith  and  we  want  to  express  our 
thanks  to  all  who  earnestly  and  honestly  expressed  their 
claims. 

Even  the  court  records  which  are  complete  and  abundant 
in  regard  to  the  opening  and  upkeep  of  roads  in  the  early 
days  are  confusing.  Like  the  calls  in  early  land  surveys,  their 
land  marks  were  of  a  temporary  nature.  The  identity  of  the 
farms  and  plantations  they  passed  has  been  lost.  The  black 
jack  groves,"  the  "maple  swamps,"  the  meadows  and  the 
barrens  that  constituted  the  field  notes  have  long  since  dis- 
appeared. In  some  cases  even  the  names  of  the  smaller 
streams  have  been  changed.  Yet  the  salient  features  of  the 
traditions  and  road  records,  taken  into  consideration  with 
other  facts,  make  the  location  rather  satisfactory  when  as- 
sociated with  the  scant  recorded  history.  In  the  following  re- 
port, references  will  be  indicated  to  the  material  so  that  in- 
terested students  may  have  easy  access  to  the  documentary 
facts  upon  which  this  report  is  based. 

Your  commission  was  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
its  task  and  entered  upon  its  labors  with  an  ambition  to  find 
if  possible,  the  actual  route  over  which  Thomas  Lincoln  and 
his  family  traveled  in  their  migration.  It  has  tried  to  avoid 
being  influenced  by  the  selfishness  and  ambitions  of  indi- 
viduals and  communities,  and  has  based  its  findings  on  the 
following  considerations : 
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First — The  reasonableness  of  the  route  as  determined  by  dis- 
tances, directions  available  roads,  and  natural  attractions,  such  as 
friends  and  kindred  to  be  visited  before  undertaking  such  a  journey. 

Second — Traditions  existing  in  various  communities  traversed  as 
shown  by  sworn  affidavits  of  responsible  citizens. 

Third — Certified  court  records  as  to  the  opening  and  upkeep  of 
the  roads. 

Fourth — Recorded  history. 

Upon  this  basis  the  Lincolns'  journey  as  finally  de- 
termed  naturally  divides  itself  into  six  sections. 

First — From  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  on  the  South  Fork  of 
Nolin  River  to  the  Knob  Creek  home. 

Second— From  the  Knob  Creek  home  to  Elizabethtown. 

Third— From  Elizabethtown  to  the  Mill  Creek  home  of  the  mother 
of  Thomas,  Bersheba  Lincoln,  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  William  Brumfield. 

Fourth— From  Mill  Creek  to  Big  Spring. 

Fifth— From  Big  Spring  to  Hardinsburg. 

Sixth— From  Hardinsburg  to  the  Ohio  River. 

Section  I 

FROM  THE  BIRTHPLACE  WHERE  THE  NATIONAL  MEMORIAL 
NOW  STANDS  TO  KNOB  CREEK. 

Thomas  Lincoln  moved  in  the  year  1811  from  the  farm 
on  the  South  Fork  of  Nolin  River  where  Abraham  was  born 
February  12,  1809,  to  the  Knob  Creek  farm.  While  there  is 
no  evidence  filed  with  the  commission  to  prove  any  particular 
route  on  this  section,  it  is  a  well  established  fact  that  the 
Nolin-Bardstown  road  (now  U.  S.  31  E)  was  then  in  existence. 
He  would  naturally  follow  that  road  through  what  is  now 
Hodgenville  to  their  new  home,  the  place  that  remained  their 
home  until  the  fall  of  1816  when  they  moved  to  what  is  now 
Spencer  County,  Indiana.  It  was  from  this  home  that  the 
future  President  attended  his  first  school,  taught  by  Zachariah 
Riney  and  Caleb  Hazel  and  where  the  foundations  of  his  char- 
acter were  laid,  amid  the  rugged  hills  and  babbling  brooks 
of  primitive  nature. 

Section  II 

FROM  THE  KNOB  CREEK  HOME  TO  ELIZABETHTOWN. 
This  section  meets  all  the  requirements  as  the  Elizabeth- 
town-Springfield  road  was  the  most  direct  road  between  the 
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Knob  Creek  home  and  Elizabethtown.  Certified  road  records 
in  the  Hardin  County  Court  House  show  that  it  was  opened 
and  kept  in  repair  from  1793  until  the  time  of  the  migration 
in  the  year  1816.  Local  tradition  has  it  that  this  was  the  road 
traveled  by  Thomas  Lincoln  when  he  went  to  Springfield  to  be 
married  and  over  which  he  returned  to  Elizabethtown  in  the 
year  1806  with  his  bride,  Nancy  Hanks.  It  was,  and  is  yet,  a 
ridge  road  with  no  streams  to  cross,  being  located  on  the  di- 
vide between  Nolin  River  on  the  south  and  the  Rolling  Fork  of 
Salt  River  on  the  north.  This  route  is  amply  supported  by  tra- 
ditional affidavits  made  by  reliable  people  whose  families 
have  lived  in  this  (Elizabethtown)  territory  from  the  earliest 
days.  Historically,  according  to  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  it  is 
"probably  the  road  followed  by  the  Lincolns." 

Section  III 

FROM  ELIZABETHTOWN  TO  MILL  CREEK 
This  section  is  the  only  one  on  the  entire  route  on  which 
Thomas  Lincoln  turned  from  the  direct  course  to  his  destina- 
tion This  route  over  what  is  now  the  Shepherdsville  road, 
at  that  time  was  called  Bullitt's  Salt  Lick  road.  This  road 
ran  by  the  farm  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  now  called  the  Mill  Creek 
farm. 

The  Shepherdsville  road  was  selected  by  the  commission 
as  being  the  most  available  road  to  reach  the  home  of  his 
mother,  Bersheba  Lincoln,  widow  of  the  pioneer  Abraham 
Lincoln,  the  grandfather  of  the  President. 

This  section  carries  us  not  only  to  the  site  of  the  home 
of  his  mother,  but  also  to  the  old  Mill  Creek  cemetery,  the 
final  resting  place  of  Bersheba  Lincoln  and  her  youngest 
daughter,  Mrs.  William  Brumfield,  as  well  as  many  other  de- 
scendants of  this  worthy  pioneer  mother. 

This  place  should  be  made  a  national  shrine  to  the  mem- 
ory of  this  pioneer  mother  who,  from  the  time  her  husband 
fell  a  victim  to  a  savage  bullet  in  1786  until  1803  held  her 
orphan  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters  together  amid 
the  vicissitudes  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life. 

This  particular  section  of  country  is  rich  in  early  social, 
commercial,  political  and  religious  history.  The  location  of 
this  road  is  established  by  court  records,  traditional  affidavits, 
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the  substance  of  which  was  secured  forty  years  ago,  before 
the  subject  of  a  memorial  highway  was  under  consideration. 

Section  IV 

FROM  MILL  CREEK  TO  BIG  SPRING 

After  his  visit  with  his  mother  and  sister  at  the  Brum- 
field  home  Thomas  Lincoln  traveled  directly  west  on  the  road 
leading  through  "Viney  Grove"  (now  the  town  of  Vine  Grove) 
and  on  through  Flaherty  to  Big  Spring. 

It  is  a  peculiar  fact  that  of  the  four  routes  suggested  to 
the  commissioners  leading  out  of  Elizabethtown  all  terminated 
at  Big  Spring.  It  seems  that  at  that  early  date  Big  Spring 
was  one  of  the  important  towns  in  the  county.  Tradition  shows 
that  all  the  emigrants  on  their  trek  to  the  then  rapidly  de- 
veloping west,  passed  through  and  usually  camped  at  Big 
Spring. 

The  road  selected  for  this  section  meets  the  necessary 
requirements  laid  down  in  our  schedule  of  premises.  It  was 
the  most  direct  route  as  it  avoided  deep  streams,  and  was  un- 
der constant  upkeep,  and  is  amply  supported  by  traditional 
affidavits. 

Section  V 

FROM  BIG  SPRING  TO  HARDINSBURG 

The  county  officials  and  other  interested  citizens  of 
Breckinridge  County  furnished  certified  court  records  show- 
ing that  there  were  different  roads  leading  from  Big  Spring 
to  Hardinsburg.  The  commission  selected  what,  in  their  opin- 
ion, is  the  best  and  most  direct  route.  It  follows  what  is 
known  locally  as  the  "Lost  Run"  road  to  Harned  Station  on 
Federal  Highway  No.  60  and  then  along  that  Highway  to  and 
through  Hardinsburg. 

Section  VI 

FROM  HARDSINSBURG  TO  THE  OHIO  RIVER 

The  Yellow  Banks  road,  later  called  the  Owensboro  road, 
leads  from  Hardinsburg  in  almost  a  direct  line  towards  the 
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Lincolns'  destination.  It  is  a  ridge  road  avoiding  deep  fords, 
and  the  Ohio  River  crossing  put  the  party  beyond  any  deep 
streams  and  on  an  established  road  in  Indiana. 

This  route  is  supported  by  scores  of  affidavits  as  to  the 
traditional  passage  of  this  party,  that  bear  all  the  earmarks 
of  truth  and  much  of  it  was  developed  before  a  memorial  road 
was  under  consideration. 

Many  certified  court  records  from  Breckinridge  County 
show  that  this  road  had  been  established  and  was  kept  in  re- 
pair from  1801  up  to  the  time  of  the  migration.  All  the  rec- 
ords show  that  the  road  was  kept  in  repair  fifteen  feet  wide 
continuously. 

As  to  recorded  history : 

L.  P.  Brockett,  Life  and  Times  of  Abraham  Lincoln,"  38. 
The  crossing  is  placed  "at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Anderson 
Creek." 

Joseph  H.  Barrett,  The  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  22. 
The  writer  makes  the  same  location. 

John  G.  Nicolay  and  John  Hay  make  the  same  location. 

Louis  A.  Warren,  Parentage  and  Childhood  of  Lincoln, 
294.   The  same  location  is  quoted. 

W.  M.  Thayer,  in  The  Pioneer  Boy,  puts  them  across  the 
river  on  Thompson's  Ferry  at  the  mouth  of  Anderson  Creek. 

So  also  other  biographers  place  the  crossing  at  Thomp- 
son's Ferry.  These  include  Holland,  Lamon,  Herndon,  Tarbell, 
and  Barton. 

Were  this  commission  to  ignore  all  this  historical  back- 
ground it  would  succeed  only  in  laying  itself  open  to  ridicule 
by  competent  Lincoln  biographers. 

While  it  is  not  practical  at  this  time  to  carry  this  me- 
morial highway  to  the  actual  point  of  crossing  of  the  Ohio, 
on  account  of  the  unfavorable  terrain,  and  physical  character- 
istics of  the  river,  we  believe  the  best  and  most  reasonable 
thing  to  do  is  to  locate  the  route  over  the  old  Yellow  Banks 
road  from  Hardinsburg  through  Breckinridge  and  Hancock 
Counties  to  Pellville,  and  there  to  turn  to  the  Ohio  River  at 
Hawesville  and  connect  with  the  terminus  of  the  Indiana  di- 
vision as  located  by  that  State's  commission.  This  is  the  most 
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practical  bridge  site,  and  this  location  is  in  near  proximity 
to  the  site  of  the  actual  crossing.* 

Signed : 

J.  R.  Miller,  Commissioner  from  Meade  County 
Porter  H.  Hodges,  Commissioner  from  Hancock  County 
Frank  Dean,  Commissioner  from  Breckinridge  County 
D.  E.  McClure,  Commissioner  from  Hardin  County 
R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Commissioner  from  Hardin  Co. 

"Accepted  and  Approved" 
Ruby  Laffoon,  Governor 
December  5,  1935 

ACCEPTANCE  OF  THE  KENTUCKY  COMMISSION'S 

REPORT 

The  report  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Highway  Commis- 
sion concerning  the  route  and  location  of  the  proposed  Lincoln 
Memorial  Highway  through  Kentucky  was  "accepted  and 
approved"  by  Governor  Ruby  Laffoon  before  he  retired  from 
office.  The  report  was  submitted  by  Judge  J.  R.  Miller,  Com- 
missioner from  Meade  County;  Porter  H.  Hodges,*  Com- 
missioner from  Hancock  County ;  Frank  Dean,  Commissioner 
from  Breckinridge  County;  and  Dr.  D.  E.  McClure  and  R. 
Gerald  McMurtry,  Commissioners  from  Hardin  County.  Other 
members  of  the  commission  are  Judge  John  P.  Hasewsll,  Com- 
missioner from  Breckinridge  County ;  and  Judge  Otis  Mather, 
Commissioner  from  LaRue  County. 

In  approving  the  report  the  Governor  said: 

I  wish  to  express  to  the  commission  my  appreciation  for  the 
careful  research  and  painstaking  study  embodied  in  the  details  of 
your  report.  It  is  my  hope  that  the  proper  plans  will  eventually 
be  made  for  the  acquisition  of  the  needed  right-of-way,  and  the  con- 
struction of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Highway  as  outlined  in  your  report. 

"Notes:  a.  Study  of  the  Lincoln  migration  of  1816  does  not  include  the  removal  of  the 
Lincoln  family  in  the  year  1811  from  the  birthplace  farm  on  the  South 
Fork  of  Nolin  River  to  the  Lincoln  farm  on  Knob  Creek, 
b.  The  Lincoln  Memorial  Highway  Commission  of  Kentucky  designated  the 
location  on  the  Ohio  River  where  the  Lincolns  are  believed  to  have  crossed 
the  stream.  The  remaining  sixteen  mile  route  of  the  journey  of  1816  was  de- 
termined by  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Highway  Commission  of  Indiana. 

*  Note.  Porter  H.  Hodges,  Commissioner  from  Hancock  County,  died  August  8,  1937. 
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THE  LINCOLN  MEMORIAL  HIGHWAY  ROUTE 
ON  THE  PRIMARY  SYSTEM  OF  ROADS  IN  THE 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  KENTUCKY 

After  the  acceptance  and  approval  by  Governor  Ruby 
Laffoon,  of  the  Report  Of  The  Lincoln  Memorial  Highway 
Commission  Of  Kentucky,  a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  Ken- 
tucky Legislature  during  the  regular  session  of  the  year 
1936,  establishing  the  route  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  High- 
way as  part  of  the  primary  system  of  highways  in  the  com- 
monwealth. This  bill  along  with  numerous  other  highway 
measures  became  a  law  after  the  period  prescribed  by  law 
without  the  signature  of  Hon.  A.  B.  Chandler,  Governor  of 
Kentucky. 

In  House 
Regular  Session  1936 
House  Bill  No.  576 
Wednesday,  February  5,  1936 

Mr  (Clyde)  Howard  introduced  the  following  bill,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  viz.:  An  Act 
establishing  as  a  part  of  the  primary  system  of  highways  m  tins 
Smmonwealth  a  road  leading  from  the  Lincoln  birthp  ace  near 
HXnvme  to  Hawesville  by  way  of  Knob  Creek,  Elizabethtown,  Mill 
Creek,  Big  Spring,  and  Hardinsburg,  to  be  known  as  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  Highway  and  to  provide  for  marking  same. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

? ntThatythere  be  established  as  a  part  of  the  primary  system  of 
highways  of  this  Commonwealth  a  road  leading  from i  Lmcoln  s 
birthplace  near  Hodgenville  to  Hawesville  by  way  of  th e  Lincoln 
Home  on  Knob  Creek,  Elizabethtown,  the  home  of  Lincoln  s 
mother  and  sister  on  Mill  Creek,  Vine  Grove,  Kentucky,  Big 
Soring,  Hardinsburg,  Pellville  to  Hawesville. 

2 .  -JStt  the  State  Highway  Commission  shall  upon  the  request 
of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Highway  Commission  properly  mark 
such  highways  by  appropriate  signs. 
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Lincoln  Traveled  This  Way 

The  scenes  of  his  boyhood  are  of  exceptional  beauty 

On  February  12,  Americans  everywhere  will  pay  tribute  to  Abraham  Lincoln.  Yet, 
relatively  few  Americans  have  the  feeling  of  close  association  with  this  great  Ameri- 
can hero  that  comes  from  visiting  his  birthplace,  where  he  lived  as  a  small  boy  in  Ken- 
tucky, or  where  he  grew  to  manhood  in  the  Ohio  River  forests  of  Indiania. 

To  help  you  know  and  better  appreciate — and  perhaps  to  visit  with  greater  under- 
standing— the  shrines  associated  with  Lincoln's  boyhood,  a  LOOK  producer-photographer 
team  toured  the  Lincoln  Trail.  They  were  accompanied  by  Emerson  Beyer,  University 
of  Illinois  student  who  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  Lincoln  at  the  age  of  20. 

Accuracy  of  the  Lincoln  settings  in  which  Beyer  appears  on  this  and  the  following 
pages  was  assured  through  the  close  collaboration  with  LOOK  of  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
director  of  the  Lincoln  Foundation,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  (Continued  on  next  page) 


£3  U.  S.  HIGHWAYS 
O  ST*™  HIGHWAYS 


KENTUCKY 


THE  LINCOLN  TRAIL 
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BIRTHPLACE  SHRINE.  In  1808,  on  the  main  wagon  trail  between  Nash- 
ville and  Louisville,  near  the  present  town  ol  Hodgenville,  Thomas  Lincoln  bought 
a  farm  On  it  was  a  16-  by  18-£oot  log  cabin,  but  what  made  it  a  desirable  homesile 
was  a  flowing  spring.  In  that  cabin,  which  is  now  a  national  shrine  maintained  by 
the  Federal  Government,  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  the  following  year. 

In  the  small  pictures  at  the  left,  Beyer  approaches  a  rail  fence  which  bounds  one 
side  of  the  Lincoln  farm,  leans  against  an  historic  oak  which  bounds  another  side, 
views  the  classic  shrine  which  houses  the  cabin,  and  inspects  the  cabin's  fireplace. 
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Sdh??«.55!!!F'i  FA,RM*  Lincoln's  earliest  childhood  recollection  was  of  the 
Knob  Creek  farm,  five  miles  northeast  of  Hodgenville,  where  the  Lincoln  fam»Z 
moved  when  Abraham  was  2  and  where  they  lived  for  five  years  before  moving 
Westward  into  Indiana.  From  this  cabin  (the  original  has  been  faithfully™™ 
duced)  young  Lincoln  trudged  to  his  first  school.  He  remembered  helping  hL  fatter 
plant  pumpkins,  in  a  com  field  beside  the  cabin  r 
sma11  P'etures  at  right,  Beyer  visits  bronze  Lincoln  statue  at  Hodfienville 
chats  W1th  young  fnend  on  a  rail  fence  beside  cabin.      (Continued  on  neft  page,' 


^^dj^ndj^^  where  young  Abraham  did  130  years  ogo. 


warn 


Exactly  where  Lincoln  is  believed  to  have 


operated  a  ferry  in  his  youth,  Beyer  poles  a  boa.  across  Anderson's  River. 


RIVER  CROSSING.  ™«  ^  - 

helping  out  at  James  Taylor's  packing  famM P°Ung  Lincoln 
Anderson's  River.  Just  two  ^^"^^^0  Indiana  nine  years  before. 

fnetincoln  family  crossed  over  from  Kentucky  »  1816. 
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A  MOTHER'S  GRAVE.  A  poignant,  tragic  episode  in  Lincoln's  childhood 
was  the  death,  in  1818,  of  his  mother,  Nancy  Hanks.  The  family  had  moved  to 
Indiana,  near  the  village  of  Gentryville,  two  years  before  and  Abraham  was  now  9. 
His  mother  was  buried  on  a  wooded  knoll  in  the  Indiana  forest  a  few  hundred  yards 
from  the  Lincoln  cabin.  It  is  probable  that  young  Lincoln  saw  her  grave,  (now 
marked  by  a  simple  headstone)  almost  daily  for  the  next  12  years.  The  state  of 
Indiana  now  maintains  the  farmsite  as  a  park.  In  the  picture  at  top,  Beyer  examines 
the  foundation  of  the  Lincolns'  Indiana  home.  (Continued  on  next  page) 


Near  Gentryville,  Indiana,  Beyer  visits  the  simple  grave  (below)  of  Lincoln's  mothi 


s  father  was  a  prominent  member 
the  yard  behind  the  church  build- 


stood  the  Pigeon  Creek  Baptist  Church  a  log  strucu  e  prominent  member 

h\s  son  Abraham,  probably  helped  build  Una. In  s  i £  ^  ^ 

°£ -  «rr^^»^^ Her  death  was  the  second  g 


ing  which  now  marks  the  site  < 

tragedy  ot  Abraham  Lincoln's  childhood,  b£gan  „  flat-boat  trip 

j^Xf  ^oa^^d-  near  grave  o£  Uncoln,  mothei. 
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TOWARD  A  PRAIRIE  HOME*  Early  in  1830,  Lincoln's  father,  al- 
ways seeking  new  frontiers,  decided  to  migrate  to  Illinois.  The  Lincoln  family  joined 
a  wagon  caravan,  wound  diagonally  across  southern  Indiana,  and  reached  the 
Wabash  .River  at  Vincennes  on  June  14,  1830.  Lincoln  was  21— and  a  man.  Behind 
him  were  the  forests  of  Kentucky  and  Indiana  and  the  tragedies  of  his  childhood. 
Before  him  were  a  prairie  home  in  a  new  land — and  destiny. 

In  the  picture  at  the  top,  Beyer  visits  the  memorial  commemorating  the  West- 
ward migration.  In  it,  Lincoln  the  man  walks  beside  an  ox-drawn  covered  wagon. 

Produced  by  ANDREW  HEPBURN  •  Photographed  by  HAROLD  RHODENBAUGH 


Below,  where  the  family  crossed  into  Illinois,  Beyer  views  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Bridqe. 


The  Cincinnati  Enquirer 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
February  14,   19  63 


Lincoln  Heritage 
Trail  Is  Charted 


INDIANAPOLIS  </Pi— 
Three  states  began 
Wednesday  to  chart  a  1000- 
mile  tourist  route  to  honor 
Kentucky's  most  famous 
native  son— Abraham  Lin- 
coln. 

Gov.  Bert  Combs  and  a 
delegation  of  Kentucky 
officials  and  businessmen 
Joined  with  Illinois  and  In- 
diana in  the  creation  of 
the  "Lincoln  Heritage 
Trail." 

The  trail  would  touch 
historic  sites  and  commu- 
nities made  famour  in  the 
three  states  by  the  Presi- 
dent who  was  born  on  a 
farm  near  the  present  city 
of  Hodgenville,  Ky.  It 
would  be  promoted  by  a 
nationwide  advertising 
campaign  starting  in  the 
spring. 

The  trail  will  follow  ex- 
isting highway  routes,  to 
be  designated  by  a  com- 
mittee headed  by  Charles 
Warnick,  director  of  the 
Kentucky  Division  of  Tour- 
ist and  Travel  Promotion. 
They  will  be  marked  by  at- 
tractive highway  signs. 

GOVERNOR  COMBS, 

speaking  at  a  meeting  of 
200  representatives  from 
the  three  states,  said  the 
trail  would  serve  "to  give 
all  Americans  appreciation 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
his  role  in  holding  together 


our  nation  and  laying  the 
foundation  for  its  great- 
ness." 

Govs.  Matthew  Welsh  of 
Indiana  and  Otto  Koerner 
of  Illinois  said  the  Lincoln 
Heritage  Trial  should  be- 
come one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular tourist  routes  In  Amer- 
ica and  would  enable  Ken- 
tucky, Indiana  and  Illinois 
to  expand  their  revenue 
from  the  tourist  industry. 

James  Bennett  of  New 
York,  travel  development 
co-ordinator  for  the  Ameri- 
can Petroleum  Institute, 
estimated  promotion  of  the 
trail  should  increase  im- 
mediately by  10  to  15%  the 
number  of  motorists  travel- 
ing the  highways  on  the 
trail. 

THE  GOVERNOR  pointed 
out  that  last  year  out-of- 
state  motorists  spent  $205 
million  in  Kentucky  and 
predicted  that  tourism 
eventually  would  replace 
agriculture  as  Kentucky's 
No.  1  industry. 

He  related  that  Ken- 
tucky is  engaged  in  record- 
breaking  highway  building 
and  state  parks  expansion 
programs  which  will  attract 
more  tourists. 

Governor  Combs  said  that 
the  next  conference  on  the 
Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  will 
be  held  at  a  Kentucky 
state  park  in  late  April  or 
early  May. 
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Ideal  Time  For 
A  Lincoln  Road 

KENTUCKIANS  CAN  share  with  their 
Hoosier  neighbors  a  glow  of  pride  in 
the  dedication  of  the  Lincoln  Boyhood 
National  Memorial  park  in  Spencer  County, 
Indiana.  For  Lincoln  was  shaped  and  formed 
by  Kentucky,  his  birthplace,  as  well  as  In- 
diana and  Illinois.  The  park  is  Indiana's  first 
national  one,  and  it  is  highly  appropriate  that 
it  should  be  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  who,  as  Secretary  of  In- 
terior Stewart  Udall  said,  "belongs  to  all 
the  people  of  America." 

Lincoln  grew  from  boyhood  to  manhood 
in  the  gentle  hills  of  Spencer  County,  Indi- 
ana. His  mother,  Nancy  Hanks,  is  buried 
there.  In  his  father's  cabin  there  his  edu- 
cation began.  The  only  book  in  the  cabin 
was  the  family  Bible,  which  he  read  for 
many  lonely  hours.  He  borrowed  and  read 
everything  else  he  could  get  his  hands  on — 
Pilgrim's  Progress,  Robinson  Crusoe,  Aesop's 
Fables,  and  Crimshaw's  History  of  the  United 
States.  When  he  wasn't  reading  he  was  help- 
ing his  family  hack  out  an  existence  in  what 
was  then  a  veritable  wilderness.  The  80  acres 
his  father  owned  in  Spencer  County,  despite 
the  14  years  of  improvements  he  made  on  it, 
never  paid  very  well,  and  in  1830  Thomas 
Lincoln  sold  it  for  $125  and  took  his  family 
to  Illinois.  But  by  this  time  Abe  was  21, 
the  formative  years  behind  him.  In  these 
years  the  loneliness,  the  silence  of  labor- 
ing outdoors,  alone,  left  their  mark.  "Si- 
lence," Carl  Sandburg  writes,  "found  him  for 
her  own.  In  the  making  of  him,  the  element 
of  silence  was  immense." 


A  Tri-State  Asset 

The  dedication  of  the  new  Lincoln  shrine 
in  Indiana  was,  in  a  way,  but  a  beginning 
More  land  is  to  be  acquired.  Only  part  of 
the  Lincoln  farm  is  now  in  the  park  area. 
The  Indiana  Lincoln  Foundation  expects  to 
raise  funds  for  the  construction  of  an  inter- 
national classroom  and  World  Lincoln  Library 
in  the  memorial  areas.  To  us,  one  of  the 
most  intriguing  byproducts  of  the  new  park 
dedication  could  be  a  scenic  parkway  Unking 
the  Lincoln  country  of  Kentucky,  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  Secretary  Udall  said  he  hopes  to 
see  this  come  to  pass.  And  why  not? 

The  parkway  could  wend  its  way  from  the 
Lincoln  homestead  area  in  Kentucky's  Wash- 
ington County,  to  Hodgenville,  where  Lin- 
coln was  born,  over  a  proposed  new  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  River  to  Cannelton  Ind,  into 
Spencer  County  and  thence  to  IlUnois  It 
would  be  a  natural  tourist  attraction  for  the 
three  states.  With  a  sympathetic  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  in  office,  now  is  the  tune i  f or 
the  three  states  to  join  together  and  worK 
to  turn  this  conception  into  reality. 


The  Louisville  T'mes 
Louisville,  Kentucky- 
April  17,  1963 


3  States  ShareCost  Of  Brochures 
Boosting  The  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 


Associated  Press 


Gilbertsville,  Ky.,  April  17- 
The  states  of  Kentucky,  Illi- 
nois, and  Indiana  will  put  up 
$1,500  each  to  pay  f°r^00;°.UnU 
brochures  describing  the  Lin- 
coln Heritage  Trail. 

This  was  announced  yester- 
day at  a  meeting  of  governors 
of  the  three  states  concerning 
the  900-mile  trail.  The  exact 
route  will  be  determined  later. 

Govs.  Bert  Combs  of  Ken- 
tucky Otto  Kerner  of  Illinois, 
and  Matthew  Welsh  of  Indiana 
were  told  that  $300,000  already 
has  been  spent  in  publicizing 
the  trail,  which  will  touch  his- 
toric sites  and  communities  in 
the  three  states  made  famous 
by  Abraham  Lincoln 

The  trail  tentatively  will  en- 
ter Kentucky  at  Henderson  and 
will  touch  Owensboro,  Lewis- 
port,  Hawesville,  Cloverport, 
Hardinsburg,  Irvington,  Vint 
Grove  Elizabethtown,  Hodgen- 
ville,  Knob  Creek,  New  Haven, 
Bardstown,  Springfield  Dan- 
ville Harrodsburg,  Lexington, 
,  Frankfort,  Shelby ville,  and 
Louisville. 


Th.   Courier  Journal 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
Ajril  21,  1963 


SIGHTSEERS'  SPECIAL 


New  Lincoln  Trail  Recalls 
His  Pre-Presidential  Years 


By  LEE  HE  I MAN 
Courier-Journal  Travel  Editor 

I  LINCOLN  HERITAGE 
I  TRAIL,  newest  historic  high- 
way route  to  be  mapped  for 
American  motorists,  now  has 
the  official  blessing  of  the 
Governors  of  the  three  states 
involved  —  Kentucky,  Indiana 
and  Illinois. 

Meeting  last  week  at  Ken- 
tucky Dam  Village  State  Park, 
Governors  Bert  Combs  of  Ken- 
tucky, Matthew  Welsh  of  In- 
diana   and    Otto    Kerner  of 
Illinois  agreed  to  toss  in  $1,500 
each  to  help  pay  for  300,000 
descriptive    trail  brochures 
which  will  be  made  available 
*A  Living  Sense1 
Up  to  now,  promotion  for 
the  trail  has  been  primarily 
a  job  of  the  American  Pe- 
troleum Institute,  whose  travel- 
development  co-ordinator 
James  G.  Bennett,  New  York, 
spoke  enthusiastically  of  the 
project  while  in  Louisville  a 
few  days  before  meeting  with 
the  Governors. 

"Mapping  a  trail  like  this," 
he  said,  "is  going  to  give 
traveling  Americans  a  living 
sense  of  the  country  and  times 
that  produced  the  greatness  of 
Abraham  Lincoln." 

The  trail  follows  Lincoln's 
pre-President  years  through 
i  the  three  states,  he  explained 
|  Of  course,  the  landscape  has 
changed  greatly  since  Lincoln 
saw  it,  and  today  the  Lincoln 
country  is  prospering  farm 
land. 


This  is  one  of  several  his- 
toric-scenic trails  being  de- 
veloped jointly  by  Govern- 
ment officials  and  the  Ameri- 
can Petroleum  Institute  in 
various  parts  of  the  country. 
The  A.P.I,  also  has  in  prepara- 
tion a  series  of  localized  one- 
day  tours  around  47  different 
cities  including  Louisville  and 
Lexington,  Bennett  said. 

Brochures  on  both  types  of 
tours  when  released  will  be 
available  at  all  usual  public 
sources  of  travel  information. 

Points  to  be  designated  on 
the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  in- 
clude: 

Sinking  Spring  Farm— Birth- 
place of  the  16th  President, 
in  1809,  this  is  now  com- 
memorated as  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  National  Historical 
Birthplace  Site.  A  granite 
memorial  contains  the  log 
cabin  which  traditionally  is 
considered  to  be  the  one  in 
which  he  was  born.  At  Knob 
Creek,  10  miles  away,  was  the 
first  school  he  attended. 

Harrodsburg— In  this  oldest 
permanent  settlement  in  Ken- 
tucky, Pioneer  Memorial  State 
Park  contains  the  Lincoln  Mar- 
riage Temple  sheltering  the 
cabin  where  Abe's  parents 
were  married. 

Frankfort  _  The  Kentucky 
Historical  Society's  museum  in 
the  Old  State  House  has  an 
outstanding  collection  of  Lin- 1 
colniana.  Centerpiece  in  the 
rotunda  of  the  State  Capitol 
is  a  great  statue  of  Lincoln 


Lexington— Here  are  two 
houses  of  particular  interest  to 
Lincoln  fans,  the  home  in 
which  Mary  Todd  lived  before 
becoming  Abe's  wife,  and  the 
home  of  Henry  Clay  where 
Lincoln  made  many  visits. 

Lewisport— Near  here  the 
Lincoln  family  crossed  the 
Ohio  River  into  Indiana  on 
its  westward  trek.  Later,  when 
Abe  was  19,  he  successfully 
defended  himself  before  Magis- 
trate Sam  Pate  on  a  charge 
oi  nver-ferrying  without  a 
license.  The  hearing  was  held 
in  Pate's  farmhouse,  still  stand- 
ing near  Lewisport. 

Lincoln  City— Here  in  the 
heart  of  Indiana's  Lincoln- 
land  is  a  State  park  maintained 
as  a  memorial  around  the 
grave  of  Abe's  mother,  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln.  The  future 
President  lived  here  between 
the  ages  of  7  and  21,  earning 
his  fame  as  a  rail-splitter, 
storyteller  and  "rassler"— 
scenes  preserved  for  visitors 


in  the  Lincoln  Boyhood  Na- 
tional Memorial.  Nearby  at 
Rockport  is  a  replica  of  a 
frontier  village  of  the  Lincoln 
era. 


The  Courier-Journal 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
May  21,  1963 


Heritage  Trail's 
Roads  Designated 

Associated  Press 

Frankfort,  Ky.,  May  20. — Governor  Bert  Combs  desig- 
nated 12  sections  of  Kentucky  highways  Monday  as  part 
of  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail. 

Indiana  and  Illinois  are  doing  the  same. 

The  seven  sections  of  the   


primary   trail   are   U.   S.   60  Xhe  secondary  trail  routes 

from  Louisville  to  Lexington,  are  U.  S.  41  from  Henderson 

U.  S.   68   from   Lexington   to  to  Hopkinsville,  U.  S.  68  from 

Perryville,    U.S.     150    from  Hopkinsville  to  Bowling  Green, 

r,              .    D     ,  .         1T  c  U.  S.    31-W    from  Bowling 

Perryville  to  Bardstown,  U.  S.  Green   through  park  CUy  {* 

31-E  from  Bardstown  to  Hodg-  KY  90,  KY  90  from  U.  S.  31-W 


enville,  KY  61  from  Hodgen- 
ville  to  Elizabethtown,  U.  S. 
31-W  from  Elizabethtown  to 
Tip  Top,  and  U.  S.  60  from  Tip 
Top  to  Henderson. 

Combs  said  the  U.  S.  60  sec- 
tion passes  the  site  of  Long 
Run  Church  where  Abraham 
Lincoln's  grandfather  and  fore- 
bears of  former  President 
Harry  Truman  are  buried. 


to  Ida  in  Clinton  County,  and 
U.  S.  127  from  Ida  to  Harrods- 
burg. 


TRAIL  MARKER 


The  Louisville  Times 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
May  21,  1963 


12  Road  Sections 
On  Lincoln  Trail 
In  Kentucky 

Frankfort,  Ky,  May  21  un  I 
-The  new  Lincoln  Heritage 
Trail  now  includes  12  sections 
ot  Kentucky  highways 

Indiana    and    Illinois  also 
are  designating  stretches  of 
highways  as  part  of  the  trail 
which  covers  areas  that  figured 
coin  °f  Abraham  Lin- 

«,?  v'  B,ert,  Combs  designated 
the  Kentucky  sections  yester- 
oay. 

The  seven  Kentucky  sections 
c  i?6,  Pnmary  trail  are  U. 

60  from  Louisville  to  Lex- 
ington; U  S.  68  from  Lexing- 
to  Perryville;  U.  S.  150  from 
Perryville  to  Bardstown;  U  S 
di-Jj,  from  Bardstown  to 
Hodgenville;  KY  61  from 
Hodgenvi  e  to  Elizabethtown; 
li.  b  31-W  from  Elizabethtown 
to  Tip  Top,  and  U.  S.  60 
from  Tip  Top  to  Henderson. 

The  secondary  trail  routes 
are  U  S.  41  from  Henderson 
to  Hopkinsville;  U.  S.  68  from 
Hopkinsville  to  Bowling 
Green;  U.  S.  31-W  from  Bowl 
ing  Green  through  Park  City 

s°  f?w90}  KZ  90  from  V  1 

&.  31-W  to   Ida  in  Clinton 
Ida  to  Harrodsburg. 


"iSfe  Trail  Points  Up  Country  And  Times  Of  Lincoln 


The  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  is 
especially  planned  by  tourist  of- 
ficials of  Uiree  states  to  give  trav- 
eling Americans  a  living  sense 
of  the  country  and  times  that 
produced  ilie  greatness  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  The  trail  follows 
his  prepresideut  years  through 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Today  the  Lincoln  country  is 
beautifuJ,  prospering  farm  coun- 
try. The  region  around  the  birth- 
place is  part  of  Hie  Kentucky 
horse  industry,  and  white  fences 
neatly  trim  the  rolling  country- 
side. Moving  westward,  as  his 
family  and  the  other  pioneers  ol 
the  early  19th  Century  did,  the 
traveler  drives  throuyh  Southern 
Indiana,  across  the  Wahasli 
Ilivcr  into  the  great  cornfields  of 
the  Illinois  prairieland.  Today  tli 
country  is  dotted  with  red  ban1 
and  tall  silos.  In  the  IMOs  ill 
was  fronticrland,  where  trailblu 
crs  cut  down  trees  and  built 
their  dwellings  from  the  logs. 
Slate  parks  now  preserve  relics 
ot  these  primitive  buildings,  dis- 
played to  the  visitor  furnished 
they  were  over  a  century  ago. 
Now  A  Shrine 
Sinking  Spring  farm,  where  the 
16th  president  was  born  in  1809, 
is  now  commemorated  as  the  Ab- 
raham Lincoln  National  Historical 
Birthplace  Site.  A  granite  memo- 
rial contains  the  log  cabin  where 
he  was  bora.  At  Knob  Creek.  10 
miles  away,  was  the  school  where 
be  learned  to  read  and  count. 

The  oldest  permanent  settle- 
ment In  Kentucky  is  Harrodsburg, 
where  the  Pioneer  Memorial  State 
Park  contains  the  Lincoln  Mar- 
riage Temple,  sheltering  the  cabin 
where  Lincoln's  parents  were 
married.  The  park  has  a  repllei 
of  Fort  Harrod,  a  log  stockade 
enclosing  a  school  and  settler  cab- 
ins partly  furnished  with  Daniel 
Boone  relics. 

Frankfort,  Kentucky's  capital, 
has  many  mementoes  of  the  mar- 
tyred president.  There  is  an  out- 
standing collection  of  Lincolniana 
In  the  Kentucky  Historical  Mu- 
seum. In  the  rotunda  of  the  State 
Capitol  Building  are  statues 
both  Lincoln  and  Jefferson  Davis, 
for,  Kentucky  gave  birth  to 
the  leaders  of  both  sides  In  the 
Civil  War.  At  Lexington  there  are 
two  homes  of  particular  Interest 
—the  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  Home 
of  Georgian  Colonial  red  brick 
where  Mary  Todd  grew  up, 
Ashland,  handsome  home  of  Henry 
Clay,  the  scene  of  many  visit; 
between  that  statesman'and  Lin 

Across  The  Ohio 
Leading  westward  the  Lincoln 
Trail  goes  through  Lewlsport, 
close  to  the  point  where  the  Lin- 
coln family  crossed  the  Ohio  River 
Into  Indiana.  Later,  whei 
was  19  years  old,  he  successfully 
defended  himself  before  Magis- 
trate Sam  Pate  after  being  ar- 
rested for  river-ferrying  without 
a  license.  The  hearing  was  held 
In  the  Plate  Farm  House,  still 
standing  near  Lewisport. 

The  heart  o£  Indiana's  Lincoln- 
land  is  near  Lincoln  City,  where 
a  state  park  is  maintained  as  a 
lemorial  around  the  grave  of  his 


Young  Abe  spent  the  format 
/ears  from  seven  to  21  here. 
,ng  to  school  "by  littles,"  as 
said,  to  three  different  Hoosier 
schoolmasters,  and  reading  evr 
thing  he  could  lay  his  hands 
Here  he  earned  his  fame  a 
railsplitter,   a   storyteller  an' 
"rassler."  These  days  are  pic- 
served  for  the  visitor  in  the  Lin- 
coln Boyhood  National  Memorial. 
A  side  trip  to  Rockville's  Pioneer 
Village  allows  sightseers  a  visit 
to  a  replica  of  a  frontier  settle- 
ment of  the  Lincoln  era  in  a  set- 
ting of  some  of  the  Ohio  River's 
most  majestic  scenery.- 

When  Abe  was  21,  the  family 
moved  on,  following  a  route  that 
took  them  through  Vincennes,  im- 
portant post  In  frontier  history. 
Today's  visitor  can  see  a  replica 
of  the  first  printing  press  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  ever  saw,  in  the  re- 
created Elihu  Stout  Printshop, 
'here  the  Western  Sun  began  pub- 
lication in  1804.  Settled  by  the 
French  in  1702,  Vincennes  has  a 
.-harming  cathedral;  a  memorial 
to  George  Rogers  Clark  commem- 
orating his  conquest  of  the  North- 
west Territory,  and  the  Indiana 
Territorial  Capitol,  now  a  mu- 
seum devoted  to  the  period  of 
the  territorial  government.  One 
of  America's  great  historic  houses 
is  here,  Grouseland,  home  of  Wil- 
Hcnry  Harrison,  territorial 
lor,  hero  of  Tippecanoe, 
0th  president. 

The  Lincoln  family  ferried 
across  the  Wabash  River  a'  "" 
ennes.     Modern  travelers 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge.  At 
the  Ulinois  end  of  the  bridge  is 

i  _  the  Lincoln  Trail  State  Memorial 

mother',*"  Nancy"  Hanks   Lincoln.) displaying  a  bronze  figure  of  Lin 


covered  wagon,  like 
which  his  family  en- 
tered Illinois. 

Debate  Country 
The  Lincoln  Trail  heads  north- 
west   In    Illinois    to  Charleston, 
where   Lincoln   met   Douglas  m 
iflsa    in    the    fourth    of  their 
n  debates.  A  marker  at  the 
■grounds  indicates  the  site 
father   Thomas    3nd  stepmother 
Sarah  Lincoln   lived  about  r 
mdes  from  Charleston  and 
buried  in  Thomas  Lincoln  Ce 
tery.  Nearby  is  the  Lincoln 
Cabin  State  Park,  containing  the 
cabin,  reconstructed  and  furnished 
in  the  period. 

Decatur,  now  the  "Soybean  Cap- 
ital of  the  World,"  was  the  site 
of   the    1260   Illinois  Republic 
Convention  that  named  Lincoln 
their  choice  for  the  Republit 
Party  presidential  nomination.  The 
Lincoln    Log   Cabin  Courthouse 
where  he  practiced  law.  is  here 
nd  a  short  distance  west  is  the 
te  of  the  first  Lincoln  home  In 
linols  at  the  Lincoln  Trad  Home- 
stead State  Park. 

Twenty-Four  'Llncolns' 
'here  are  24  cities  and  towns 
...  the  United  States  named  Lin- 
coln, but  Lincoln.  111.,  is  the  only 
named  for  him  before  he 
ous.  He  helped  plan  the 
and  did  the  legal  work  neces 
for  Its  incorporation.  The  Post- 
ville  Court  House  is  a  replica  i 
the   original   building,   and  tl: 
courtroom  contains  a  collection  i 
Lincoln  papers. 

New  Salem  State  Park  is  s 
authentic  and  fascinating  restora 
tloo  of  the  old  town  of  New  Sa- 
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Kentucky's  Part  Of  Trail 
Abounds  In  Lincoln  Lore 


Near  Lincoln  City.  Ind..  lies  but 
Lincoln.  Nancy   Hanks  Lincoln.  A 

nearby,  dedicated  to  her  and  her  1 


Approximately  one-third  of  the 
1,000-mile  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 
finds  through  Kentucky,  entering 
r  leaving  the  state  at  Louisville 
nd  Henderson. 

The  trail  traces  the  geography 
of  Lincoln's  birth,  childhood  and 
manhood  as  history  records  these 
bases  oE  the  life  of  Kentucky's 
lost  famous  native  son.  Tourists 
long  the  route  will,  however,  not 
only  rediscover  the  life  of  Lin- 
Anyone  who  travels  the 
 in  Kentucky  will  have  a  re- 
newed knowledge  of  Kentucky  his- 
tory and  her  many  recreational 
facilities. 

ong  the  many  site- 
Kentucky's   portion  ot  the 
Lincoln  Trail  tourists  will  want 

°l>  In  Louisvdle.  Farmington 
Mansion,  built  in  1810  from 
sign  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
newly  restored  with  authentic 
early  furnishings,  is  where  Ui 
ci'n  visited  his  good  friend 
Joshua  Speed. 

2)  At  Frankfort  in  the  old  State 
House  Is  an  exceptional  colJec 
tion  of  Lincolniana,  and  a  large 
statue  oE  Lincoln  Is  situated  In 
the  rotunda  oE  the  State  Capitol 

3 1    OE  particular  interest  in  Lex- 
ington is  Mary  Todd's  premar- 
riage home  and  the  Henry  Clay 
Home  in  which  Lincoln  visited 
number  of  times. 

Drama  At  Harrodsburg 
4)    Pioneer  Memorial  State  Park 
at    Harrodsburg  comr 
the  oldest  permanent  settlement 


In  Kentucky  and  contains  the 
cabin  where  Abe's  parents 
married  or  where  they  set  up 
housekeeping.  The  park  has  a  rep- 
lica of  Fort  Harrod,  a  log  stock- 
ade enclosing  a  school,  and  set- 
tlers cabins  partially  furnished 
with  Daniel  Boone  relics.  A 
drama,  "Home  is 
Hunter."  is  scheduled  to  open 
June  29. 


One  of  the  greatest  Civil 
War  events  in  the  history  of  Ken- 
tucky was  the  battle  of  Perry- 
ville,  which  marked  the  end  of 
any  serious  attempt  by  the  Con- 
federates to  gain  posession  of 
Kentucky.  On  Perryville  Battle- 
Eield,  memorials  have  been  erect- 
ed In  honor  of  both  sides  of  the 
battle. 

Springfield's  Lincoln  Home- 
stead State  Park,  In  the  heart  of 
the  Lincoln  country,  is  the  site 
replica  of  Lincoln's  grand- 
father's log  cabin  and  the  log 
house  where  Nancy  Hanks  lived 
during  her  courtship  with  Tom 
Lincoln.  On  display  in  the  Wash- 

ty   Court  House 
Springfield   is   the  marriage 
cense  recording  of  Abe's  parents. 
Shrine  At  Bardstown 
7)  Kentucky's     most  frquently 
visited    historic   shrine,  Federal 
Hill,  is  located  at  Bardstown.  It 
is  here  that  one  of  Kentucky's 
most  Eamous  visitors,  Stephen  Col- 
lins Foster,  is  supposed  to  h; 
composed    "My    Old  Kentucky 
Home."  During  July  and  August1 
Paul    Green's    outdoor  drama, 


"The  Stephen  Foster  Story,"  is 
presented  In  the  shrine's  nearby 
iphltheatre. 

)  Near  Hodgenville  Is  Sinking 
Spring  Farm,  traditional  birth- 
place of  the  16th  president,  which 
is  now  commemorated  as  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  National  His- 
torical Birthplace  Site.  A  memo- 
rial contains  the  log  cabin  where 
he  was  born,  and  at  nearby  Knob 
Creek  was  the  school  where  he 
learned  to  read  and  count. 

10)  A  worthwhile  side  trip 
route  from  Ellzabethtown  to 
Hardinsburg  is  Fort  Knox,  where  ■ 
most  of  America's  gold  bullion 
reserve  is  held  in  safe  keeping, 
:nd  the  famous  Patton  Museum. 
11,  12)  Hawesville  and  Clover- 
port  are  near  the  migratory  route 
of  the  Lincoln  family  as  they  left 
Kentucky  for  Indiana. 

13)  Lewisport,  close  to  the  point 
where  the  Lincoln  family  crossed 
the  Ohio  River  into  Indiana  as  - 
they  migrated  from  Kentucky,  Is 
the  place  where  Abe  successfully 
defended  himself  for  river-ferry- 

wtthout  a  license.  The  bear- 
was  held  at  the  Pate  farm- 
house, still  standing  near  Lewis- 
port. 

Land  Of  Boyhood 

14)  Just  north  of  Owensboro  Is 
the  heart  oE  Indiana's  Lincoln 
land.  Near  Lincoln  City,  Ind-  is 
the  Lincoln  Boyhood  National  Me- 
morial, built  around  Abe's  forma- 
tive years  spent  In  the  area. 
Also,  a  side  trip  to  Rockport's 
Pioneer  Village,  a  replica  of  a 
frontier  settlement  of  the  Lincoln 
era  will  assist  tourists  In  getting 
a  picture  of  the  time  in  which 
Lincoln  lived. 

15)  Between  Henderson  and 
Evansvllle,  near  one  of  the  en- 
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the  publi 


Editorial 


Station  WC 


June  5$  1963 


th 


Hon.  Bert  Combs 
Governor  of  Kentucky 


India 


Frankfort,  Kentucky 

Dear  Governor  Combs : 

I  have  prepared  for  the  July  196  3  issue  of  Lincoln 
Lore  (sample  copy  enclosed)  a  criticism  of  the  selection 
of  the  twelve  segments  of  Kentucky  highways  to  be  desig- 
nated as  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail, 

My  contention  is  that  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 
should  follow  the  highway  from  the  Lincoln  Birthplace  to 
the  Knob  Creek  home  and  then  follow  the  1816  Lincoln 
migration  route  to  Indiana. 

FfWWGgF  or  the  1^35  report  made  to  Governor  .Ruby , Laf £ oon  by  tl|e  Lincoln  Memorial 

I  would  like  very  much  to  have  your  comments  con- 
cerning my  article.    Would  ycu  care  to  make  some  state- 
ment that  I  could  publish  in  connection  with  this  article? 

s»i    u»  i  x,  i»<jjiipxci/c  souuy  ox  tris  route  tnfc  .Lxnc.o.i.ri  x-jjjsu.lv'  follov^u  %s>  cojsttain^d 

My  dead-line  is  June  15th  if  the  bulletin  is  to  reach 
our  readers  during  the  month  of  July. 


ed  soon 


family  cro 


yours 

Kentucky  to  lndi. 


short  distance  west 


RGM  : rph 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


WOMI 

f^ADj[0  A  service  in  the  public  interest  by  WOMI»  CBS  in  Owensboro 

Editorial 

For  use  Saturday,  June  1,  1963 
Radio  Station  WOMI  presents  an  Editorial  of  the  Air  on  "The-  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail" 

Owensboro  is  pleased,  and  we  are  confident  Henderson  and  Evansville  are  tickled  pink 
to  be  included  on  the  Kentucky  and  Indiana  sections  of  the  new  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail, 
but  we  wonder  what  Abraham  Lincoln  or  his  father,  Thomas  Lincoln,  would  think  about 
the  route  if  they  could  come  back  and  take  a  look  at  it  on  the  map. 

Owensboro,  Henderson  and  Evansville  will  probably  benefit  from  additional  tourist 
traffic  as  vacationing  motorists  follow  the  markers  to  be  erected  sometime  in  the 
future.     But,  as  near  as  any  historic  fact  about  the  Lincoln  family's  migration  to 
Indiana  in  1816  can  be  determined,  neither  Owensboro,  Henderson  nor  Evansville  was 
anywhere  near  the  path  the  Lincolns  followed  as  they  moved  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana. 

The  proposed  route  seems  to  ignore  the  fact  that  Abraham  Lincoln  lived  in  Spencer 
county,  Indiana,  some  20  miles  North  of  Owensboro,  for  fourteen  years  while  growing 
from  a  child  into  a  young  man.     It  also  ignores  documented  historic  evidence  that  could 
have  been  reviewed  had  the  Kentucky  Historical  Society  been  called  on  by  the  route 
planners  for  assistance.    Without  a  doubt,  the  state's  history  organization  has  in  its 
archives  a  copy  of  the  1935  report  made  to  Governor  Ruby  Laffoon  by  the  Lincoln  Memorial 
Highway  Commission  of  Kentucky,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  a  1936  act  of  the  Kentucky  General 
Assembly  which  provided  for  marking  the  "Lincoln  Memorial  Highway"  in  this  commonwealth. 

Another  and  more  complete  study  of  the  route  the  Lincoln  family  followed  is  contained 
in  "The  Lincoln  Migration  From  Kentucky  To  Indiana,  1816"  by  Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
who  was  a  member  of  the  1936  Lincoln  highway  commission  and  is  one  of  today 'a  leading 
Lincoln  authorities.     In  this  book,  Dr.  McMurtry  refers  to  one  study  of  the  life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  which  was  published  in  1864,  while  the  president  was  alive;  two ^ others 
published  soon  after  his  assassination  in  1865;  another  published  in  1866  and  biographies 
published  over  the  signatures  of  Lincoln's  last  law  partner,  William  Herndon,  and  his 
close  associate  and  body-guard,  Ward  Hill  Lamon,  each  of  which  agrees  that  the  Lincoln 
family  crossed  the  Ohio  river  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana  at  or  near  Anderson  creek  and 
Thompson's  ferry,  which  are  a  short  distance  west  of  Troy,  Indiana,  and  between  Lewisport 
and  Hawesville,  Kentucky. 


The  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  In  Kentucky 

On  May  20,  1963  Kentucky  Governor  Bert  Combs 
designated  twelve  sections  of  highway  as  a  part  of 
the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail,     These  segments  of  high- 
way will  be  marked  with  attractive  road  signs.  The 
states  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  will  also  mark  certain 
highways,  relating  to  the  Lincoln  story,  with  identi- 
cal markers. 

The  seven  sections  of  the  primary  Kentucky  trail 
are  U.S.  60  from  Louisville  to  Lexington,  U.S.  68 
from  Lexington  to  Perryville,  U.S.  150  from  Perryville 
to  Bards town,  U.S.  31-E  from  Bardstown  to  Hodgenville, 
KY  61  from  Hodgenville  to  Elizabethtown,  U/S.  31-W 
from  Elizabethtown  to  Tip  Top,  and  U.S.  60  from  Tip 
Top  to  Henderson.    Governor  Combs  explained  that  U.S. 
60  in  traversing  a  section  of  the  state  passes  the  site 
of  the  Long  Run  church,  some  eighteen  miles  north  of 
Louisville,  where  Abraham  Lincoln's  grandfather  and 
the  forebears  of  former  President  Harry  Truman  are 
buried. 

The  secondary  Lincoln  trail  routes  are  U.S.  41 
from  Henderson  to  Hopkinsville,  U.S.  68  from  Hopkins- 
ville  to  Bowling  Green,  U.S.  31-W  from  Bowling  Green 
through  Park  City  to  KY  90,  KY  90  from  U.S.  31-W  to  Ida 
in  Clinton  County  and  U.S.  127  from  Ida  to  Harrodsburg. 


From  a  Lincoln  historian *s  point  of  view,  it 
is  difficult  to  understand  how  such  a  Lincoln  Heritage 
Trail  could  be  devised.    Certainly,  Thomas  Lincoln  and 
his  son  Abraham  would  be  amazed  with  such  a  meandering 
route  that  goes  or  ends  no  place  in  particular.  The 
majority  of  the  Kentucky  cities  and  towns  on  this 
Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  route  have  no  Lincoln  connection 
whatsoever*    Then,  too,  the  trail  only  here  and  there 
follow®  or  crosses  the  path  the  Lincolns  followed  as 
they  moved  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana  in  1818.    The  new 
routes,  which  ignore  documentary  historical  evidence, 
give  every  indication  that  the  designers  were  oblivious 
to  the  fact  that  for  fourteen  years  Abraham  Lincoln 
lived  in  Spencer  County ,  Indiana,  some  twenty  miles 
north  of  Gwensburg,  Kentucky. 

It  appears  that  the  Kentucky  highway  officials  did 
not  consult  the  19 3 S  report  made  to  Governor  Ruby  Laffoon 
by  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Highway  Commission  of  Kentucky, 
or  a  1936  Act  of  the  Kentucky  General  Assembly  which 
declared  the  1816  Lincoln  migration  trail  a  part  of  the 
primary  system  of  Kentucky  that  was  to  be  marked  the 
"Lincoln  Memorial  Highway.'* 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  Lincoln  migration  trail 
of  1816  will  not  be  considered  and  adequately  marked 
under  the  new  system  of  highways.    There  is  something 


thrilling  about  a  motor  trip  that  follows  a  historic 
trail  when  historical  facts  and  chronology  enter  into 
the  planning  of  the  route.    The  trail  from  the  cradle 
to  the  grave  in  the  three  states  has  more  significance 
than  just  aimlessly  following  meaningless  trails  that 
have  no  historical  importance. 

The  December  5,  19  3  5  Report  Of  The  Lincoln 
Memorial  Highway  Commission  Of  Kentucky  follows: 


The  Courier- Journal 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
June   30,  1963 


Scholars  Wonder 

What  Would  One 
Say  To  Lincoln? 

Associated  Press 

Chicago,  June  29.— If  you  wrote  a  letter  to  Abraham 
Lincoln,  what  would  you  say? 

A  group  of  Civil  War  scholars  want  to  know,  and  they 
have  invited  youngsters  to  write  such  letters  describing 
an  imaginary  meeting  with  the  Kentucky-born  President. 

The  Civil  War  Round  Table  of  Chicago,  a  group  of  men  who 
study  the  Civil  War  and  its  leaders,  are  sponsoring  a  letter- 
writing  contest  to  highlight  the  August  formal  opening  of  the 
newly  designated  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  at  New  Salem  State  | 
Park. 

To  Determine  Lincoln's  Image 

The  purpose  of  the  contest,  open  to  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  youngsters  under  15,  is  to  discover  how  young  people 
picture  Lincoln.  .  . 

The  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  begins  at  Lincoln  s  bu-thplace 
near  Hodgenville,  Ky.,  continues  through  Indiana  where  he 
spent  his  boyhood  years,  and  ends  at  New  Salem  near  Spring- 
field, the  Illinois  capital. 


Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  Dedicated, 
Hailed  As  Boon  To  State  Tourism 


Special  to  The  Sun-Times 
PETERSBURG,  111.  —  Illi- 
nois' newest  tourist  attraction, 
the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail,  was 
dedicated  Saturday  night  in  the 
Kelso  Hollow  Theater  at  New 
Salem  State  Park  here. 

The  ceremonies  included 
speeches  by  Gov.  Kerner  and 
Lincoln  scholar  Ralph  Newman, 
president  of  the  Illinois  Lincoln 
Heritage  Trail  Council;  a  pro- 
gram of  folksongs  popular  in 
this  area  during  the  1830s,  a  re- 
enactment  by  professional  wres- 
tlers of  the  Lincoln-Jack  Arm- 
strong "rasslin' "  match. 

Indiana  Gov.  Matthew  W. 
Welsh  spoke  on  behalf  of  Ken- 


tucky Gov.  Bert  Combs  and  his 
own  state,  through  which  — 
along  with  Illinois  —  pass  the 
933  miles  of  road  where  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  and  his  family 
made  history  and  legends. 
2,500,000  Visitors  Seen 
Kerner  predicted  that  the 
trail  will  attract  2,500,000  visi- 
tors this  year,  with  more  to 
come. 

He  called  the  attraction  Illi- 
nois' firstb  ig  step  in  expand- 
ing its  tourist-promotion  pro- 
gram. Said  Kerner: 

"Tourism  is  one  of  the  na- 
tion's fastest-growing  businesses. 

It  creates  jobs — jobs  that  are 
service  jobs. 


"Illinois  attributes  425,000 
jobs  directly  to  tourism — which 
was  a  billion-dollar  business  last 
year — despite  the  fact  that  Illi- 
nois was  one  of  the  last  states 
to  awaken  to  the  need  lor  an 
organized  effort  to  attract  out- 
of-state  tourists  and  keep  our 
own." 

New  Salem  Restored 

In  addition  to  the  restored 
village  of  New  Salem,  where 
Lincoln  reached  maturity,  the 
trail  passes  through  many  fa- 
mous landmarks  associated  with 
him. 

These  include  the  first  Illi- 
nois home  of  Tom  Lincoln't 
family,  the  courthouses  in 
which  young  Lincoln  tried 
cases,  the  old  state  capitol  at 
Vandalia  where  he  served  as 
legislator. 


Traveling  Around 
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SIGHTSEERS'  CIRCLE 


Lincoln  Trail  In  Illinois 
Loaded  With  Landmarks 


A  Magic  Circl.  Tour  By    EDWARD  COLLIER 


WHEN  SEAS  OF  WHEAT 
cover  the  Illinois  prairies  with 
billowing  golden  waves,  it's  an 
ideal  time  to  visit  this  climactic 
part  of  the  Lincoln  Heritage 
Trail— the  long  road  that  led 
from  his  Kentucky  birthplace, 
into  the  Indiana  of  his  youth, 
and  on  from  here  to  the  presi- 
dency. 


The  llliuoi,  portion 

Lincoln  Heritage  Truil 
mally  dedicated  Saturd, 
in  ceremonies  at  /V 


,./  the 
mi,  lor- 
ty  night 
Salem 


Slate  Park,  near  Pelecburg, 
III.,  with  Kentucky  and  Indiana 
ol/icial,  a,  gue,l,. 

We  started  our  Magic  Circle 
at  Lincoln,  which  citizens 
proudly  tell  you  is  the  only 
town  out  of  23  that  was  named 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  before  he 
became  famous. 

The  story  goes  that  when  he 
came  up  from  Springfield  in 
1853  for  the  dedication  there 
was  nothing  at  hand  for  the 
christening.  So  the  resourceful 
Abe  bought  a  watermelon  from 
a  passing  farm  wagon,  broke 
it  on  a  stump,  and  poured  the 
juice  onto  the  street  with  - 
cere 


GE 


Throughout  Kentucky,  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  bronze- 
colored  signs  of  this  design 
mark  the  route  of  the 
Lincoln     Heritage  Trail. 


on  another  wooded  bluff,  is 
Lincoln's  village  of  New  Salem, 
a  living  shrine  protected  as  a 
State  park.  The  22  crude 
homes,  stores  and  industries 
have  been  so  carefully  recon- 
structed and  furnished  that 
they  appear  to  be  in  use. 

..  o   r,   You  feel  that  you  are  shar- 

e  onto  the  street  with  a  jng  not  0I)ly  the  serenj.ty  and 
remonial  flourish.  The  event  beauty  of  landscape  that  Lin- 
still  is  celebrated  with  a  Water-  coln  knew  a3  a  young  man  but 
melon  Festival  (September  1  also  the  a(jversjties  he  faced 
and  2). 


during  his  six  decision-making 
years  in  New  Salem  during  the 
1830's.  Here  he  clerked  in  a 
store,  studied  law,  chopped 
wood,  worked  as  a  surveyor, 
gained  renown  as  a  wrestler 
and  storyteller,  failed  in  a 
store-owning  venture,  courted 
Ann  Rutledge,  and  served  in 
the  State  Legislature. 

Re-established  in  1940  for 
park-visitor  use,  the  little  post 
office,  housed  in  the  first 
Berry-Lincoln  store,  is  the  only 
one  in  the  country  open  seven 
days  a  week. 

The  Magic  Circle  route  leads 
south  (111.  97)  to  Springfield, 
capital  of  Illinois,  but  better 
known  the  world  over  for  its 
revered  Lincoln  shrines. 

Here  is  located  the  only  home 
he  ever  owned,  a  handsome 
two-story  clapboard  painted  in 
"Quaker  brown"  and  trimmed 
with  dark-green  shutters.. 

Affluent  by  pioneer  -day 
standards,  Lincoln  lived  in  his 
beloved  home  from  1844  until 
he  went  to  Washington  to  take 
the  presidency  in  1861.  The 
house  has  a  warm,  loved  feel- 
ing; it  is  easy  to  imagine  this 
very  human  man  of  destiny  re- 
laxing in  his  favorite  horsehair 


rocker  in  front  of  the  sitting- 
room  fireplace — surrounded  by 
the  Lincoln  family  who  spent 
evenings  together  here. 

hong  Couch 

Priceless  relics  are  on  every 
hand  as  you  go  through  the 
house:  the  long  horsehair 
couch,  made  specially  to  rest 
his  6-foot-4-inch  frame;  his 
portable  writing  desk;  the  hall 
tree  with  the  familiar  shawl, 
stovepipe  hat  and  umbrella. 

From  this  home,  where  Lin- 
coln had  hoped  to  retire  after 
leaving  the  presidency,  it  is 
only  a  short  drive  across  town 
to  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  where 
his  tomb  is  marked  by  a  117- 
joot  gray-granite  spire. 

Lincoln  lore  is  evident  every- 
where in  Springfield.  My  favor- 
ite is  a  32-foot  totem  pole  carved 
by  the  Alaskan  Indians  of 
Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and 
mounted  in  a  foyer  in  the 
state's  Centennial  Building- 
There's  a  10-foot-high  figure  of 
the  Great  Emancipator  on  the 
totem,  complete  with  stove- 
pipe hat. 

Elaborate  floral  landscaping 
enhances  the  adjacent  State 
Capitol. 


Driving  out  of  Springfield, 
the  route  (U.S.  36)  leads  east 
toward  Decatur.  Southeast  of 
the  city,  on  a  graded  side  road, 
is  Lincoln  Trail  Homestead 
State  Park,  a  pleasant  spot  to 
picnic  on  the  banks  of  the  Sang- 
amon River  where  the  Thomas 
Lincoln  family  made  its  first 
home  in  Illinois. 

Decatur  calls  itself  the  "soy- 
bean capital"  but  is  equally 
proud  of  its  share  in  the  Lin- 
coln heritage.  In  winding,  wood- 
ed Fairview  Park  a  split-rail 
fence  is  a  backdrop  for  historic 
Macon  County  Courthouse 
where  Lincoln  practiced  when 
he  rode  the  circuit  and  won  his 
first  big  case  in  1838.  The  op- 
posing lawyer  was  Stephen  A. 
Douglas. 

Majestic  old  oaks  grace  liir 
t.campus  of  Millikiii,  one  of  the 
state's    distinguished  smaller 


universities.  The  landmark 
main  building  of  mellow  red 
brick  is  set  off  by  a  tower  with 
four  pagoda-like  cupolas.  A 
striking  life-sice  statue  depicts 
Abe  Lincoln  seated  on  a  log 
slump,  his  great  ax  beside  him. 

The  Magic  Circle  tour  around 
this  sector  of  the  Lincoln  Her- 
itage Trail  is  completed  with 
a  pleasant  drive  (111.  121) 
through  the  black-soil  country 
where  corn  grows  high.  Final 
stop  is  at  the  ancient  hamlet  of 
Mount  Pulaski.  The  red-brick 
Courthouse,  designed  in  Greek 
Revival  style,  still  is  the  center 
of  town — as  it  was  when  Abra- 
'ham  Lincoln  attended  court 
here. 

More  information  about  the 
Kentuckylndiana-Illinoi,  L  i  n- 
coin  Heritage  Trail  can  be  ob- 
tained front  the  T  aural  and 
Travel  Division.  Franklvrt.  *".v. 


Courthouse  Duplicated 

The  Postville  Courthouse  Is 
an  exact  replica  of  the  original 
which  was  bought  by  Henry 
Ford  in  1929  and,  to  the  dis- 
may of  Lincoln  citizens,  was 
moved  to  Greenfield  Village  in 
Dearborn,  Mich.  In  the  origi- 
nal building  Lincoln  practiced 
during  his  long  years  as  a  cir- 
cuit-riding lawyer 

Ancient  trees  shade  Hie  cam- 
pus of  Lincoln  College,  found- 
ed in  1865  and  the  only  one 
named  for  him  while  he  was 
alive. 

The  Magic  Circle  route  leads 
west  and  south  (III.  10,  29  and 
123.).  over  pleasant  back-coun- 
l,  J,  roads  to  Petersburg,  one 
.■■  pir  sites  surveyed  by  young 
A! f  .Lincoln.  A  half-mile  out 
■  am  on  the  highest  hill,  is 
Cemetery.  Under  a 
mi  is  tiie  grave  of  Die 
ild  girl— Ann  Rutledge 
intics  .  say  was  the 
h  of  Lincoln's  life. 

miles  down  the  river, 


In  Springfield,  111.,  stands  the  only  home  ever 
owned  by  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  has  been  restored 
and  is  maintained  by  the  State  of  Illinois  as 
a  key  attraction  on  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail. 


A  statute  to  be  placed 
at  New  Salem  early  in 
1964  will  depict  Abe 
as    a    youthful  lawyer. 


HARDIN  COUNTY  ENTERPRISE 
Elizabethtown,  Kentucky 
April  3,  1967 


Parkway  Bill  Introduced  In  Senate 


A  bill  has  been  introduced  in- 
Ito  the  United  States  Senate  by 
Senator  Vance  Hartke  of  Indi- 
ana on  behalf  of  himself  and 
Senators  Bayh,  Cooper,  Dirksen, 
Morton  and  Percy  to  provide 
lor  establishment  and  admin- 
istration of  the  Lincoln  Trail 
Memorial  Parkway  in  the  states 
of  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois. It  reads  as  follows: 
Bill 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That, 
for  the  purpose  of  memorializ- 
ing the  journeys   of  Abraham 


Lincoln,  the  sixteenth  President 
of  the  United  States,  from  his 
birthplace  at  Hodgenville,  Ken- 
tucky, to  Springfield,  Illinois, 
the  Lincoln  Trail  Memorial 
Parkway  is  hereby  authorized 
to  be  established  and  adminis- 
tered in  the  manner  hereinafter 
provided. 

'•Sec.  2.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  authorized,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Secretary  of 
Transportation,  the  Governors 
of  the  States  of  Kentucky,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  and  such 
Lincoln  scholars  as  he  may  de- 
termine to  be  appropriate,  to 
survey  and  select  the  right-of- 


way  for  a  parkway  extending 
generally  from  Lincoln's  birth- 
place at  Hodgenville  and  his 
first  home  at  Knob  Creek,  Ken- 
tucky, to  the  Lincoln  Boyhood 
National  Memorial,  Indiana, 
and  thence  to  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois, following  as  nearly  as  may 
be  practicable  the  route  taken 
by  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  boy 
and  as  a  young  man.  The  Sec- 
retary is  authorized  to  acquire, 
in  such  manner  as  he  finds  to 
be  in  the  public  interest,  lands 
and  interests  in  lands  fur  such 
right-of-way  of  sufficient  width 
to  include    the  road   and  all 


bridges,  ditches,  cuts,  and  fills 
appurtenant  thereto,  together 
with  sites  of  recreational  and 
historic  areas  in  connection 
with  the  parkway. 

"Sec.  3.  Land  acquired  pur- 
suant to  this  Act  shall  be  known 
as  the  Lincoln  Trail  Memorial 
Parkway  and  shall  be  admin- 
istered and  maintained  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  Congress  approved  August 
25,  1916  (39  Stat.  535),  entitled 
•'An  Act  to  establish  a  National 
Park  Service,  and  for  other 
purposes",  the  provisions  of 
which  Act,  as  amended  and  sup- 
plemented, are  hereby  extend- 
ed over  and  made  applicable  to 
said  parkway. 

"Sec.  4.  In  the  administration 
of  the  Lincoln  Trail  Memorial 
Parkway,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  may  issue  revocable 
licenses  or  permits  for  rights- 
of-way  over,  across,  and  upon 
parkway  lands,  or  for  the  use 
of  parkway  lands  by  the  own- 
ers of  or  lessees  of  adjacent 
lands,  for  such  purposes  and 
under  such  terms,  regulations, 
and  conditions  as  he  may  deter- 
mine to  be  not  inconsistent  with 
the  use  of  such  lands  for  park- 
way purposes. 

"Sec.  5.  There  are  authoriz- 
ed to  be  appropriated  such  funds 
as  may  be  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  this  Act." 

The  bill  has  been  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Interior  and  Insular 
Affairs. 


I 


Things, to  see  and  do 
on  Trailblazer  Holidays 
along  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 


In  Kentucky . . . 

1.  Abraham  Lincoln  Birthplace 
National  Historical  Site  . . . 
Hodgenville 

2.  My  Old  Kentucky  Home  State 
Park  of  Stephen  Foster  fame 
and  St.  Joseph's  Proto-Cathedral 
with  its  magnificent  17th  century 
paintings  . .  .  Bardstown 

3.  Lincoln  Homestead  State 
Park,  site  of  Nancy  Hank's  girl- 
hood home  . .  .  Springfield 

4.  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  House  and 
the  spectacular  Kentucky  Horse 
Park  . .  .  Lexington 

5.  Farmington  where  Lincoln 
visited  his  friend,  Joshua 
Speed,  Churchill  Downs 
Museum,  Butchertown,  Saddle 
Horse  Museum  and  so  much 
more  in  Louisville 

In  Indiana  . . . 

1.  Angel  Mounds  State 
Memorial's  Indian  excavation, 
Old  Courthouse  and  Jail, 
Mesker  Park  Zoo  . .  .  Evansville 

2.  Santa  Claus  Land  where 
it's  Christmas  year  round  . .  . 
Santa  Claus 


3.  Lincoln  Boyhood  National 
Memorial  and  Lincoln  Historical 
Farm  .  . .  Lincoln  City 

4.  Northwood  Institute,  once 
known  as  the  "Eighth  Wonder  of 
the  World" . . .  West  Baden 

5.  All  the  recreational  facilities 
of  the  French  Lick  Springs  Golf 
&  Tennis  Resort . . .  French  Lick 


In  Illinois . . . 

1 .  Lincoln's  New  Salem  State 
Park,  a  reconstruction  of  the 
village  where  Lincoln  spent  six 
years 

2.  Lincoln  Museum  at  Lincoln 
College,  Postville  Court  House 
. . .  Lincoln 

3.  Mt.  Pulaski  Court  House,  one 
of  two  original  courthouses 

on  the  8th  judicial  circuit  Lincoln 
traveled  when  he  was  a  young 
lawyer . . .  Mt.  Pulaski 

4.  Lincoln  Home  National 
Historic  Site,  Lincoln  Tomb,  Old 
State  Capitol,  Lincoln-Herndon 
Law  Office,  Illinois  State 
Museum,  Oliver  P.  Parks  Tele- 
phone Museum  . . .  Springfield 


Trailblazer  Sweepstakes 

Win  one  of  60  mini-vacations  for  a  family  of  four 
along  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 


French  Lick  Springs 
Golf  &  Tennis  Resort, 
French  Lick 


Springfield  Hilton, 
Springfield 


Louisville  Inn, 
Louisville 


3  days  2  nights  (any  weekend  from  November  1 , 1 980-April  30, 1 981  )* 
•  2  breakfasts   •  1  main  meal  (lunch  or  dinner)   •  sightseeing  in  area 


Grand  Prize 


A  week-long  "Blaze  your  own  Trail"  trip  along  the  Lincoln  Heritage 
Trail  in  this  luxurious  Coachmen  Mini  Motor  Home. 
Prize  includes  gasoline  and  camping  fees. 

Weekly  drawings  for  mini-vacation:  Sept.  15,  22,  29,  Oct.  6  &  13 
All  entries  eligible  for  Grand  Prize  Drawing  Oct.  13. 

*Subject  to  space  available  at  participating  inns. 
Tear  off  &  deposit  to  enter  the  Trailblazer  Sweepstakes. 
Contest  rules  on  reverse  side. 


THE  PLAIN  DEALER 

Summer  feam 


The  Abraham  Lincoln  Birthplace  Memorial  at  Hodgen- 
ville  Ky.,  a  permanent  enshrinement  of  the  log  cabin 
where  Amenca's  first  martyred  President  was  born 


In  Lincoln's  Steps 


J3_ 


By  Richard  Wager,  Travel  Editor 


SPRINGFIELD.  IU.-In  today's  world  where  heroes 
are  scarce,  it  is  refreshing  to  retrace  the  steps  significant 
in  the  lite  of  the  man  who  is  undoubtedly  America's  great- 
est hero— Abraham  Lincoln. 

For  probably  none  other  typifies  the  American  ideal 
more  than  "Honest  Abe,"  "the  Log  Cabin  President,"  "the 
Great  Emancipator."  And  almost  as  immortal  as  the 
words  spoken  by  Lincoln  are  those  of  then  Secretary  of  War 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  at  Lincoln's  death:  "Now  he  belongs  to 
the  ages." 

Not  only  is  Lincoln  revered  by  his  fellow  countrymen 
his  image  has  captivated,  likely  more  than  any  other 
American,  persons  from  other  countries  for  characteriz- 
ing what  America  is  all  about. 

SO  MANY  visitors  from  overseas  come  here  to  view 
the  Lincoln  shrines  in  and  around  Springfield  (there  were 
more  than  1,500  last  year),  that  the  Illinois  Tourism  Divi- 
sion has  set  up  a  special  office  to  host  them.  The  number  of 
American  tourists  who  come  here  each  year  nears  700,000. 

Save  for  Lincoln's  two  years  in  Congress  (1847-49) 'and 
us  years  as  President  (1861-1865),  his  life  was  spent  in  Ken- 
tucky, Indiana  and  Illinois. 

To  make  it  easy  for  followers  of  Lincoln  to  trace  Ms 
hie,  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  has  linked  historical  points 
ol  interest  by  a  circuitous  highway,  posted  by  roadside 
markers.  A  total  of  54  places  have  been  designated  as  offi- 
cial stops  on  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail,  18  in  each  of  the 
ihree  states. 

THEY  EXTEND  from  his  birthplace  near  Hodgenville 
Ky.,  to  his  tomb  at  Springfield.  One  cah  drive  from  one  to 
the  other  in  a  single  day.  Devotees  of  Lincolniana  however 
take  as  much  as  a  three-week  vacation  to  cover  the 
trail.  Countless  others  journey  parts  of  the  trail  as  their 
interests  and  time  allows.'  New  road  maps  issued  by  the 
three  states  have  the  route  markers  on  them.  The  Heritage 
Trail  emblem  bears  the  likeness  of  young  Lincoln  on  a 
large  copper  "penny." 

•■tea?«Uf  l°n,the  trail  in  Kentucky  is  the  Lincoln  Home- 
stead State  Park,  the  restored  settlement  of  the  martyred 

V?lHen KS  Paternal  grandparents,  near  Springfield  Kv 
and  the  Lincoln  Marriage  Temple  which  shelters  the  log 
cabin  in  which  Thomas  and  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  (Abe's 
parents)  were  married  in  1806.  The  son  was  born  three 
years  later. 


autumn  tfWlt       Ms  family  moved  to  lntiiaru  in  the 

THERE  Abraham  grew  from  7%  years  to  just  past  21 
His  mother  died,  in  1818,  of  an  epidemic  that  swept  the 
countryside  called  the  < 'milk-sick. "Tt  was  believed  to  have 
been  caused  by  cows  eating  white  snakeroot  which  poi- 
soned the  milk.  '  1  ; 

The  Lincoln  Boyhood  National  Memorial  and  the  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  Memorial  are  highlights  of  a  visit  to  Lincoln 
Lity,  lnd. 

Lincoln's  father  remarried,  and  in  1830,  at  the  behest  of' 

Decatu?  ^  m°Ved  by  °X"team  to  llear" 

NEW  SALEM,  111.,  a  restored  village  of  25  log  cabins  20 
miles  northwest  of  Springfield,  graphically  shows  where 
and  how  Lincoln  lived  and  worked  from  1831  to  1837. 

Here  visitors  can  mail  letters  or  cards  from  the  post 
office  of  which  Lincoln  was  postmaster.  Around  a  bend  is 
the  Rutledge  Tavern,  where  Lincoln  roomed  for  two  of  his 
six  years  in  New  Salem.  The  inn  was  owned  by  the  father  of 
Ann  Rutledge,  legendary  sweetheart  of  Abe  in  Lincoln  sto- 
ry books,  though  most  authorities  agree  no  evidence  ex- 
ists to  support  the  story  of  their  romance,  or  if  such  oc- 
curred, it  was  after  the  Rutledges  moved  to  the  neighbor- 
ing hamlet  of  Sand  Ridge.  Ann  is  buried  near  there. 

Lincoln  was  elected  from  New  Salem  to  the  Illinois 
House  of  Representatives  in  1834  and  1836.  New  Salem  now 
is  a  state  park. 

BUT  IT  WAS  in  Springfield  that  Lincoln's  life  came  lo 
lull  flower,  and  so  does  the  Heritage  Trail. 

Doubtlessly,  the  most  popular  of  the  many  Lincolniana 
attractions  here  is  the  Lincoln  Home,  maintained  as  it  was 
when  the  Lincolns  lived  there,  and  now  permanently  "roped 
oil  at  the  end  of  a  block-long  mall  at  the  corner  of  8th  and 
Jackson  Streets. 


Land  titles  in  Kentucky  in  those  days  were  difficult  to 
he  settlers.  Three  different  times  Thomas  Lincoln  fought 
for  lanu  he  had  bought  and  thought  he  owned.  In  Indiana 
a  state  with  a  iederal  land  survey,  land  titles  were  safe 
and  a  man  could  expect  to  keep  a  home  he  bought  So 


While  many  of  the  Lincolns'  furnishings  were  sold  in 
subsequent  years,  the  ones  here  that  were  not  the  Lincolns' 
are  at  least  authentic  of  the  period.  Each  is  carefully  noted 
and  described  by  the  state-provided  guides  stationed  at 
each  two  or  three  rooms.  Here  is  the  piano  that  was  played 
for  the  Lincolns'  wedding.  In  Abe's  bedroom  is  his  mirror 
and  shaving  paraphernalia.  On  the  wall  of  the  younger 
boys'  room  is  a  photo  of  their  dog,  Fido.  Because  they  were 
not  allowed  to  take  the  dog  with  them  to  Washington  they 
carried  the  endeared  wall  photo  instead. 

THIS  WAS  the  only  house  that  Lincoln  ever  owned  He 
bought  it  for  $1,500  m  1844  from  the  Episcopal  rector  who 
had  married  him  and  Mary  Todd  two  years  before.  To  the 
1%-story  cottage,  Mrs.  Lincoln  had  a  $1,300  addition  put  on 
in  1856.  It  provided  two  more  bedrooms,  a  trunk  room 
maid's  quarters  and  a  back  stairway. 

There  is  no  charge  for  visiting  the  Lincoln  Home. 

(Continued  ou  Page  2-F) 


With  Lincoln  Lore 


(Continued  From  Page  1-F) 

Up  the  street  about  five 
doors,  at  the  other  end  of 
the  Lincoln  Mall,  is  the  Ed- 
wards Home  (rebuilt  and 
relocated),  it  being  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Lincoln's  sis- 
ter and  in  whose  parlor  Abe 
and  Mary  were  married. 
Only  the  parlor  is  main- 
tained as  it  was. 

It  was  here,  also,  that 
Mrs.  Lincoln's  body  lay  in 
state.  For  after  her  hus- 
band's assassination,  Mrs. 
Lincoln  retreated  to  this 
house,  remaining  there  until 
her  death  in  1882.  The  rest 
of  the  house  is  devoted  to  a 
series  of  excellent  dioramas 
which  portray  Lincoln's  life, 
providing  the  viewer  an  in- 
valuable perspective,  and  in 
addition,  the  Heritage  Trail. 

ONE  diorama  particularly 
impressed  us— Lincoln  on 
horseback,  alone,  traveling 
muddy  country  roads  of  Illi- 
nois as  assistant,  as  he  was 
on  and  off  for  20  years,  to 
the  Eighth  Federal  Circuit 
Court  of  Springfield. 

Admission  to  the  Edwards 
Home  is  50  cents  for  adults, 
25  cents  for  children  under 
16,  families  of  four  or  more 
$1.50. 

There  is  ample  metered 

pillli!lll!!lllli!llll»ii§!lllllll!|]l!lift 
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parking  behind  the  mall. 

Outstanding  among  other 
Lincolniana  of  Springfield 
are: 

•  Old  C  a  p  i  t  o  1  (Lincoln 
was  instrumental  in  moving 
the  seat  of  Illinois  govern- 
ment here  from  Vandalia), 
exquisitely  restored  in  its 
entirety.  The  governor's  of- 
fice was  loaned  to  Lincoln 
for  his  presidential  cam- 
paign headquarters.  In  one 
room  are  the  marble  table 
on  which  Lincoln's  casket 
lay  in  state  in  this  building 
and  furniture  from  the  fu- 
neral train.  Admission  free. 

•  Across  the  corner  from 
Old  Capitol,  the  Lincoln- 
Herndon  building,  the 
Eighth  Circuit  Court  on  the 
second  floor,-  the  Lincoln- 
Herndon  law  office  on  the 
third.  Admission  50  cents  for 
adults,  25  cents  for  children, 
$1.25  for  families.  (There  is 
excellent  parking  on  three 
levels  beneath  Old  Capitol.) 

•  The  Lincoln  Depot,  10th 
and  Monroe  Streets,  origi- 
nally the  Great  Western  De- 
pot from  which  Abe  Lincoln 
began  his  journey  to  Wash- 
ington to  become  President, 
to  return  only  in  death.  It 
was  from  the  rear  train 
platform  that  he  gave  his 
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famous  "farewell  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Springfield"  address, 
held  by  many  to  be  the 
greatest  of  his  spontaneous 
addresses. 

•  Lincoln  Collection  of  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  Li- 
brary, now  on  the  third  floor 
of  the  Centennial  Building  in 
the  present  capitol  complex, 
but  to  be  moved  this  sum- 
mer to  Old  Capitol.  Admis- 
sion free. 

•  Lincoln's  Tomb,  Oak 
Ridge  Cemetery.  Even  it 
has  not  been  without  cloak- 
and-dagger  caper,  for  in 
1876  a  gang  of  counterfeiters 
attempted  to  steal  Lincoln's 
-body  for  an  expected  $200,- 
000  ransom  and  the  freedom 
from  prison  of  one  of  its 
members.  But  they  were 
foiled  by  secret  service 
agents.  The  President  and 
Mrs.  L  i  n  c  o  1  n  are  buried 
here  with  three  of  their  four 
sons.  -The  eldest,  Robert 
Todd  Lincoln  (1843-1926;, 
who  served  as  Secretary  of 
War  and  Minister  to  Great 
Britain,  is  buried  in  Alding- 
ton National  Cemetery. 

Springfield  (population 
90,000)  has  one  or  two  fine 
hotels,  numerous  motels, 
good  restaurants  and  a 
measure  of  swinging  night 
life.  There  are  also  some 
campsites. 


Motorists  driving  from 
Northeastern  Ohio  will  find 
interstate  highways  leading 
to  various  points  of  the  Lin- 
coln Heritage  Trail.  Devo- 
tees of  Lincolniana  will  do 
well  to  include  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  on  their  itinerary  for  a 
visit  to  the  Lincoln  library 
and  museum  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
one  of  the  finest  collections  ' 
in  the  nation. 

For  more  information  on 
a  Lincoln-orientated  vaca- 
tion, write  the  Division  of 
Tourism,  Dept.  of  Business 
and  Economic  Develop- 
ment, 222  S.  College  Ave- 
nue, Springfield,  111.  62704; 
Tourist  Division,  Indiana 
Dept.  of  C  o  m  m  e  r  c  e,  334 
State  House,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  46204;  Travel  Divisions, 

Plan  Munich  Operas 

MUNICH— The  1970  Mu- 
nich Opera  Festival,  July  14- 
Aug.  6,  will  offer  30  opera 
performances,  two  evenings, 
of  ballet,  lieder  recitals  and 
a  concert  commemorating 
the  bicentenary  of  Beethov- 
en's birth.  Included,  in  the 
f  e  s  t  i  v  a  l's  program  are 
works  of  Mozart,  Stravin- 
sky, Strauss,  Wagner  and 
Bizet. 


On  the  trail  of  Abraham  Lincoln 


By  JANE  ABRAMS 

N«ws  Trav>1  Writer 


RjagfHILE  IT  SEEMS  that  George 
Washington  slept  just  about 
fcs  t£T  everywhere  in  the  New  York, 
irea,  travelers  interested  In  doing  a 
little  history  hunting  on  the  other 
February  presidential  boy  will  have  to 
make  a  real  trip  out  of  it. 

For  his  roots  are  strictly  midwest 
ern,  and  tracing  them  takes  the  travel 
er  on  a  fascinating  sojourn  known  as 
the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail.  It  is  a 
2.200-mile  long  route  that  weaves  its 
way  through  three  states  on  highways 
and  byways  staked  with  medallion 
road  markers  emblazoned  with  the 
Great  Emancipator's  visage.  Judging 
from  the  number  of  small  fry  I  recent- 
ly ran  across  on  the  trail,  parents  are 
still  entwining  travel  with  "painless" 
history  lessons. 

H  was  back  in  1963  that  officials  of 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois  joined 
forces  to  establish  the  trail  that 
familiarizes  travelers  with  a  major  por- 
tion of  the  Lincoln  legacy.  It  was  all 
part  of  a  nationwide  effort  to  encour- 
age Americans  to  explore  their  own 
country  rather  than  venture  overseas. 
Since  that  time  tens  of  thousands  have 
hit  the  Lincoln  Trail. 

The  trail  is  actually  two  trails,  a 
main  one  and  an  alternate.  There  are  45 
suggested  stops  but  many  of  the  places 
along  the  way  are  not  involved  with 
Lincoln  per  se.  Instead,  they  detail  the 
legacy  of  figures  such  as  Jefferson 
Davis,  George  Rogers  Clark  and  Daniel 
Boone,  who  passed  through  the  same 
geographic  region  Abe  did .  and  left 
their  own  historical  marks  oh  America. 

fRAVELERS  who  want  to  concen- 
trate exclusively,  on  Abe  will 
logically  start  with  his  begin- 
nings. That  means  Hodgenville,  Ky.,  at 
the  Abraham  Lincoln  Birthplace  Natio- 
nal Historic  Site. . 

Like  many  who  settled  hi  the  New 
World,  Lincoln's  ancestors  had  come 
from  England  and  followed  a  western 
migration  which  ultimately  lead  to 
Kentucky.  In  time,  Thomas  Lincoln's 
name  was  added  to  the  family  dynasty. 
Said  to  be  restless  but  not  shiftless,  he 
fit  in  well  on  the  developing  frontier. 
After  experience  as  a  militiaman  and 
general  laborer,  he  bought  a  farm  and 
in  1806  married  Nancy  Hanks,  a  woman 
about  whose  origins  history  is  hazy. 

After  two  years  of  marriage  and  one 
child  (Sarah),  Thomas  Lincoln  paid 
$200  for  Sinking  Spring  Farm,  300 
acres  not  known  for  its  fertility.  Sup- 
posedly, their  cabin  had  a  shingled 


JANE  ABRAMS  DAK.Y  NEWS 

Honest  Abe  reborn?  No,  that's  Harry  Hahn,  in  Mount  Pulaski  Courthouse. 


roof,  one  door,  one  window  and  a  dirt 
floor.  Abe  Lincoln  was  born  there. 
Sinking  Spring  Farm  is  today's 
Hodgenville. 

As  noted  jn  a  film  shown  at  the 
birthplace— the  site  is  administered  by 
the  National  Park  Service— the  Lin- 
coln family  lived  there  for  two  years  (a 
third  child  Thomas,  Jr.  was  born  in 


1811)  before  moving  on  to  look  for 
better  land. 

Ultimately,  an  association  of  Lin- 
coln-lovers (including  Mark  Twain  and 
William  Jennings  Bryan)  bought  the 
Hodgenville  farm  site  and  a  cabin 
which  may  have  belonged  to  the  Lin- 
coln family.  The  cabin  is  housed  in  a 
huge    marble-and-granite  memorial 


building.  (The  site  is  open  daily,  except 
Christmas.  Guides  are  at  hand  at  a 
visitor  center.) 

In  1811,  the  Lincolns  moved  to  Knob 
Creek,  Ky.,  some  10  miles  to  the  north- 
east This  is  where  Lincoln  got  his  first 
taste  of  formal  education  in  a  basic 
ABC  school.  (A  reproduction  of  a  cabin 
such  as  one  the  Lincolns  might  have 
lived  in  is  at  Knob  Creek  Farm.) 

The  young  family  was  on  the  move 
again  in  1816,  moving  from  the  last  of 
their  Kentucky  farms  to  land  in  In- 
diana at  Little  Pigeon  Creek  (now  cal- 
led Lincoln  City).  Here  the  traveler 
will  find  the  Lincoln  Boyhood  Nation- 
al Memorial,  another  one  of  those  fine 
sites  administered  by  the  National 
Park  Service. 

The  Lincolns  came  to  Indiana  when 
Abe  was  7.  Large  for  his  age,  he  helped 
his  father  clear  the  land  and  tend  the 
farm.  As  Abe  was  to  say,  this  was  "the 
very  spot  where  grew  the  bread  that 
formed  my  bones."  But  it  was  not  a 
place  of  happiness  for,  in  1818  Nancy 
Lincoln  died  of  "milksick"— an  illness 
caused  by  drinking  the  milk  of  a  cow 
that  had  eaten  the  poisonous  white 
snakeroot  plant  Nancy's  gravesite  is 
on  a  knoll  overlooking  the  farm. 

From  the  grave,  visitors  follow  a 
path  to  the  Living  Historical  Farm 

where  traditionally  dressed  "pioneers- 
go  about  the  daily  chores  of  a  rural 
19th-century  family. 

Tom  Lincoln's  second  wife  was 
Sarah  Bush  Johnston,  with  whom  he 
lived  in  Indiana  until  another  milk 
sickness  epidemic  threatened.  In  1829 
the  Lincolns  quit  Indiana  and  when 
they  reached  the  prairie  country  near 
Decatur,  III. 

IT  WAS  IN  Illinois  that  Lincoln 
began  his  political  career.  Settling 
in  New  Salem  at  age  22,  he  began 
work  as  a  postal  clerk  and  legal  aspir- 
ant While  educating  himself,  he  also 
worked  at  occuptions  from  store  clerk 
to  postmaster  and  was  twice  sent  to  the 
state  legislature. 

In  1837  Lincoln  moved  to  Spring- 
field to  further  his  political  aims.  Here 
he  spent  the  next  17  years,  met  and 
married  Mary  Todd,  was  a  circuit  rider 
for  the  8th  Judicial  Circuit  and,  in  1846, 
was  elected  to  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. After  his  term  was  com- 
pleted, he  returned  to  Springfield, 
once  again  became  a  circuit  rider  and 
practiced  law.  Although  he  was  un- 
successful in  his  bid  for  a  U.S.  Senate 
seat  in  1855  and  1858,  he  became  known 
and  admired  and,  in  1860,  won  the 
presidency  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  left  Springfield  for  Washington  on 

( C»ntiniui  on  page  S) 


Lincoln  would  have  felt  at  home  here. 
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Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  wends  through  three  states.  Lincoln  birthplace  memorial,  Hodgenville,  Ky. 


Tracing  the  tri-state  trail  of  President  Lincoln 

 i         «  it™  iha  »nfftn  was  nlaced  in  a  w 


(Continued  from  page  S) 

Feb  11. 1861,  to  begin  his  duties  as  chief  executive. 

Some  of  these  events  ore  memorialized  along  the 
Heritage  Trail.  But  not  all  the  Lincoln-legend  shrines 
are  elaborate  memorials  like  the  ones  already  de- 
scribed or  parks  such  as  Lincoln's  New  Salem  State 
Park  near  Petersburg,  111.,  an  ambitious  reconstruc- 
tion of  s  village  where  Lincoln  spent  six  years.  Some 
are  homes  which  he  visited  or  in  which  friends  and 

faiSyth«?'the  most  noteworthy  is  the  Mary  TwM 
Lincoln  House  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  a  formal  penod- 
furnished  20-room  house  that  was  the  childhood 
residence  of  the  woman  who  was  to  become  the 
Pr&sidGnt's  wif6 

Not  everyone  these  days  gets  the  opportunity  to 
meet  Abraham  Lincoln.  1  got  to  meet  hinv^ice. 
There  are  two  men  in  Illinois  who  portray  Honest 
Abe  at  pageants,  parades  and  other  special  events. 
Their  likenesses  to  photos  of  the  real  Abe  are 
fascinating.  One,  Harry  Hahn,  is  6-foot4  and,  a .185 
weighs  as  much  as  Lincoln  did.  An  eerie  note.  Hahn  s 
birthday  is  April  14-ihe  day  on  which  the  16th  U.S. 
President  was  fatally  shot. 

A  likely  place  to  spot  one  of  the  Lincoln  looka- 
likes  is  in  Springfield  where  the  traveler  will  wan  to 
spend  some  time  in  visiting  what  is  a  concentraUon 
of  Lincoln  sites.  To  name  just  a  few:  Utere  are  the 
restored  Old  State  Capitol  where  he  delivered  his 
famous  "House  Divided"  speech;  the  A.  Ltaeoln  Law 
Office,  one  of  those  highspots  with 
Beers,  where  Lincoln  practiced  from  1843to  1852  the 
Lincoln  Home,  purchased  by  him  in  1844  (the  only 
one  he  ever  owned),  in  which  he  and  his  family  lived 
until  they  left  for  Washington  in  1861.  The  house  is 
in- Lincoln  Home  Mall,  a  bit  of  old  Springfield  with 
eas  lights  and  brick  sidewalks  of  yesteryear  that  is 
Srt  of  an  ambitious  National  Park  Service 
development  The  Lincoln  family  pew  iB  marked  at 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  ledger .  of  hta 
account  with  an  old  bank  is  displayed  at  the  SprlnB 

^KoSMemoria!  is,  of  course  in  Washing- 
ton  D  C  But  his  remains  rest  in  Lincoln's  Tomb,  an 


Oct  9, 1874,  the  coffin  was  placed  in  a  white  raarbl< 

"Thetomb'has  undergone  several  robbery  attempt 
and  has  been  reconstructed  twice  the  last  txmej 
1931  Neftr  the  entrance  is  a  reproduction  of  a  largi 
bust  of  Lincoln;  the  original  is  in  the  Capito 
Building's  Hall  of  Fame  in  Washington,  D.C. 

To  Visit  the  tomb  housed  in  a  117-foot  gran* 
obelisk;  to  see  the  bust  that  tourists  reach  out  am 
touch  for  good  luck;  to  listen  to  the  echo ,  o :  your  ow. 
footsteps  as  you  read  those  unforgettable  word 
uttered  by  Secretary  of  War  Edwin  Stanton  a 
Sn  passed  away:  "Now  he  belongs  to  th 
ages'-to  do  all  of  these  things  is  to >  end  yom ■  tn| 
along  the  Heritage  Trail  in  an  "altogether  fitting  an 
proper"  way. 


JANE  ABRAH8  DA8.Y  HEW8 

Rubbing  r>ose  o(  Lincoln  bust  at  memorial  in 
Springfield,  III.,  is  said  to  bring  good  luck. 

Illinois  State  Historic  Site  Located  in  Oak KiAge 
Cemetery,  the  tomb  was  begun  in  1869  and  not 
finished  until  1R74. 

who  was  shot  in  Washington,  D.C,  on  the  night  of 
ADril  14  letir.  (and  died  the  following  morning),  was 
mWd  in  Spriiigfield  on  May  4  in  *  public  vault  On 
SeTzi  the  coffin  was  taken  into  a  temporary  vault 
aS  it  was  not  until  Sept.  19,  1871  OM  Ml ^matas 
were  placed  in  a  crypt  in  the  uncompleted  tomb.  On 


Trailblazing  by  the  book 

Because  there  are  45  suggested  stops  along 
the  2,220-mile  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail,  only  the 
most  dedicated  history  buffs  wiU I  make :  them 
all  For  guidance  in  choosing  which  sites  to 
visU  you^l  want  to  study  the  descriptive 
brochure  and  map  offered  by  the  Linco  In 
Heritage  Trail  Foundation.  For  a  copy,  write  to 
the  Foundation,  at  P.O.  Box  1809,  Spnngfield, 

m'SLoi  the  three  states  can  P™vide  dats 
about  the  trail  within  its  border.  Vrnte  to 
Kentucky  Dept  of  Tourism,  ^nf^K£ 
acm\-  Indiana  Dept  of  Commerce,  440  N. 

SanlrinSpoU6'  ^UTiSSl 
Travel  Information  Center,  208  N.  Michigan 

Ave.,  Chicago,  111.  60601.  JJL 
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(Inset  photo) 
Abraham  Lincoln 
and  his  son,  Tad, 
from  an  original 
photo  by  Mathew 
B.  Brady,  Feb.  9, 
1864.  (Right) 
Lincoln's  boy- 
hood home  on 
Knob  Creek, 
Hodgenville,  Ky. 
He  lived  here 
between  the  ages 
of  2  and  7. 


IL. 


•SPRINGFIELD 


Where 
Lincoln  Lived 


IN. 


)  LINCOLN  r 
CITY 


KY. 


HODGENVILLE  "'^ 


Every  American  child  has  to  learn 
the  names  of  the  presidents.  And 
while  the  likes  of  Millard  Fill- 
more and  James  Garfield  fade  quickly 
from  memory,  there's  one  president  we 
Americans  never  seem  to  forget— Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  He  stands  as  tall  in  our 
minds  as  he  did  in  real  life. 

Three  Midwestern  states  lay  claim  to 
Lincoln's  legacy.  Our  16th  president  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  grew  up  in  Indiana 
and  launched  his  legal  and  political 
careers  in  Illinois.  Although  more  than  a 
century  has  passed  since  Abraham  Lin- 
coln lived,  much  of  his  life  has  been  so 
carefully  preserved  that  even  today  the 
meanderings  of  this  man  and  his  family 
can  be  easily  traced. 

Following  in  Lincoln's  Footsteps 

Interstate  highways  now  crisscross  the 
landscape  where  Lincoln  once  walked. 
But  if  you  are  willing  to  abandon  these 
for  lesser-traveled  state  and  county  roads, 
you  can  literally  follow  Lincoln's  life 
from  birth  to  death— from  a  humble  log 
cabin  in  Kentucky  to  an  imposing  granite 
tomb  in  Illinois. 

The  Lincoln  route  offers  an  amazing 


Tracing 
a  great  man's  legacy 

through 
Kentucky,  Indiana 
and  Illinois. 

By  Janet  Ware 

variety  of  things  to  see  and  do  in  a  rela- 
tively compact  package.  To  trace  Lin- 
coln's footsteps,  you  will  need  two  basic 
tools:  your  car  and  the  AAA  road  maps 
for  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Plan 
on  spending  a  week  to  follow  the  full 
course  of  Lincoln's  life  through  the 
Midwest.  Or,  if  you  prefer,  experience 
segments  of  his  past  over  a  series  of  long 
weekends. 

AAA  auto  travel  counselors  can  help 
you  map  out  your  route.  Then,  as  you 
travel  the  back  roads  of  Kentucky,  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois,  watch  for  the  highway 
medallion  signs  originally  placed  along 
the  roadside  by  the  three  states  and  pro- 
moted by  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 


Foundation.  The  Foundation  no  longer 
exists  as  a  marketing  entity  for  the  trail, 
but  the  many  medallion  signs  remaining 
help  keep  you  on  track. 

Where  to  Start 

The  most  logical  place  to  begin  your 
journey  into  Abraham  Lincoln's  past  is 
where  the  man  himself  began  in  1809— at 
Sinking  Spring  Farm  near  Hodgenville, 
Ky.  Here,  inside  a  templelike  structure 
atop  56  steps  (each  representing  a  year  of 
Lincoln's  life)  is  the  log  cabin  believed  to 
be  the  actual  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. It's  free  and  open  every  day  of  the 
year  except  Christmas. 

Tom  and  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln  moved 
their  family  from  Sinking  Spring  to 
nearby  Knob  Creek  in  181 1.  At  Lincoln's 
Boyhood  Home  on  Knob  Creek,  youH 
find  a  reproduction  cabin  built  on  the  site 
where  Abe  lived  until  he  was  7.  The  slav- 
ery issue  and  land  disputes  prompted 
Tom  Lincoln  to  move  his  family  again  in 
1816,  this  time  to  Indiana.  Before  follow- 
ing his  footsteps,  however,  youH  want  to 
see  a  few  more  sights  on  this  side  of  the 
Ohio  River — some  Lincoln-related  and 
some  not.  ». 
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Other  Kentucky  Attractions 

At  the  Lincoln  Homestead  State  Park 
in  Springfield,  Ky.,  for  example,  youH 
find  the  cabin  Nancy  Hanks  occupied 
when  Abe's  father  courted  her.  And  in 
Bardstowri,  there's  the  Old  Talbott  Tav- 
ern, the  oldest  Western  stagecoach  stop 
in  America.  Abe  Lincoln  once  slept  here. 

Bardstown  is  also  home  to  Federal 
Hill,  the  gracious  mansion  immortalized 
in  song  by  Stephen  Foster  as  My  Old 
Kentucky  Home.  The  home  is  open  for 
tours  year-round,  and  on  summer  even- 
ings you  can  hum  along  with  the  familiar 
melodies  performed  in  the  outdoor  mus- 
ical The  Stephen  Foster  Story. 

Nearby  Harrodsburg,  founded  in  1774, 
was  the  first  permanent  English  settle- 
ment west  of  the  Alleghenies.  Old  Fort 
Harrod  State  Park  features  a  recon- 
structed fort,  craft  demonstrations  and 
the  cabin  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln's 
parents  were  wed. 

About  10  minutes  up  the  road  youll 
find  Shaker  Village  of  Pleasant  Hill. 
Founded  in  1805,  the  village  includes  30 
original  buildings  reflecting  Shaker  life, 
as  well  as  craft  demonstrations,  shops 
and  lodging. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  lies  just  40  minutes 
north  of  Pleasant  Hill.  Widely  recog- 
nized as  the  horse  capital  of  the  world, 
Lexington  was  the  girlhood  home  of 
Abraham  Lincoln's  wife,  Mary  Todd. 
Tours  of  her  home  are  available  Tuesday- 
Saturday  from  April  1-Dec.  15.  Also  in 
Lexington  are  Henry  Clay's  estate,  Ash- 
land, and  the  Kentucky  Horse  Park, 
1,032  acres  devoted  entirely  to  the  area's 
equine  heritage. 

The  final  leg  of  the  Lincoln  trail  in 
Kentucky  takes  you  to  Louisville.  Best 
known  for  the  Kentucky  Derby,  this 
charming  river  city  also  boasts  a  Lincoln 
connection.  When  he  broke  his  engage- 
ment to  Mary  Todd  in  1841,  young  Abe 
Lincoln  spent  some  time  "healing"  at 
Farmington,  the  home  of  Louisville  resi- 
dents John  and  Lucy  Speed.  You  can 
tour  the  home,  which  was  built  in  1810 
from  a  Thomas  Jefferson  design. 

The  Indiana  Connection 

Abraham  Lincoln  moved  to  Indiana 
at  the  age  of  7  where  he  was  to  remain  for 
13  years.  The  Lincolns  crossed  the  Ohio 
River  by  boat.  Your  route  takes  you  over 
an  interstate  highway  bridge.  Your  desti- 
nation is  the  Lincoln  Boyhood  National 
Memorial,  but  along  the  way  you  will 
pass  through  Corydon,  the  site  of  Indi- 
ana's first  state  capital. 

At  the  Lincoln  Boyhood  National 
Memorial  just  outside  Lincoln  City, 
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you'll  find  the  grave  of  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  and  the  Lincoln  Living  Histori- 
cal Farm  where  crops  are  planted,  tilled 
and  harvested  today  as  they  were  in  Lin- 
coln's time. 

The  Lincolns  left  Indiana  for  greener 
pastures  in  Illinois  in  1830,  traveling  by 
way  of  Vincennes.  You  too  will  want  to 
stop  here  for  a  look  at  the  first  capitol  of 
the  Indiana  Territory  and  the  George 
Rogers  Clark  Memorial  honoring  the 
man  who  opened  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory for  settlement. 

Lincoln's  Last  Home:  Illinois 

Illinois  is  consummate  Lincoln  coun- 
try. Here,  his  real  birthday — Feb.  12 — is 
still  celebrated  (schools  and  state  offices 
are  closed),  and  the  license  plates  pro- 
claim this  as  the  "Land  of  Lincoln." 

Traveling  the  Lincoln  trail  in  Illinois  is 
easy  thanks  to  a  brochure  available  from 
the  Springfield  Convention  and  Visitors 
Bureau  which  maps  out  the  route  for 
you.  Your  ultimate  goal  is  Springfield, 
but  on  the  way  from  Indiana,  you  will 
pass  near  many  Lincoln  sights,  including: 

■  A  replica  of  the  cabin  where  Lin- 
coln's father  and  stepmother  spent  their 
final  days,  near  Charleston. 


■  The  Postville  Courthouse  in  Lin- 
coln. Schoolchildren  collected  the  funds 
to  construct  this  replica  after  Henry  Ford 
spirited  the  original  away  for  Greenfield 
Village  in  Michigan. 

■  The  grave  of  Lincoln's  legendary 
sweetheart,  Anne  Rutledge,  in  Peters- 
burg. 

■  New  Salem  State  Historic  Park,  a 
reconstruction  of  the  village  where  Lin- 
coln lived  and  worked  from  1831-37.  It's 
free  and  the  buildings  are  open  all  year. 
In  summer,  interpreters  in  period  dress 
demonstrate  early  American  crafts.  Also 
in  summer,  be  sure  to  catch  a  perfor- 
mance of  Your  Obedient  Servant,  A. 


New  Book  on  Lincoln  Sites 

For  more  information  on  Lincoln 
sites,  read  In  Lincoln's  Footsteps  by 
Don  Davenport,  a  guide  to  more  than 
20  major  Lincoln  sites  in  the  Midwest. 
The  book  is  regularly  priced  at  $12.95 
but  Home  &  Away  readers  can  pur- 
chase it  for  $9.95  plus  $2  for  postage 
and  handling  from  Prairie  Oak  Press, 
2577  University  Ave./H&A,  Madi- 
son, WI  53705. 


ORDER  FREE  BROCHURES  FROM  LINCOLN  TRAIL  COMMUNITIES  AND  ATTRACTIONS  FOUND  ON  PAGES  68-69. 


Lincoln,  dramatizing  Lincoln's  life 
through  speeches,  letters  and  song. 

Your  tour  comes  to  a  close  in  Spring- 
field, the  town  where  Lincoln  launched 
his  presidency  and  to  which  he  returned 
at  death.  The  only  home  Lincoln  ever 
owned  can  be  found  in  a  four-block  his- 
toric area  near  downtown.  Built  in  1839, 
the  Lincoln  home  is  newly  renovated  and 
today  contains  both  original  and  repro- 
duction furnishings.  Tours  are  free,  but 
you  must  acquire  a  ticket  at  the  Lincoln 
Home  Visitors  Center.  Go  early  in  the 
day  to  reserve  your  spot;  this  is  one  of  the 
nation's  most  visited  attractions. 

Also  open  to  visitors  are  the  Lincoln- 
Heradon  law  offices  and  the  Great  West- 
ern Railroad  Depot.  Lincoln  left  for 
Washington  to  assume  the  presidency 
from  this  depot;  his  coffin  returned  here 
in  1865. 

The  Old  State  Capitol  in  downtown 
Springfield  has  many  Lincoln  connec- 
tions. In  1858,  Lincoln  delivered  his 
memorable  House  Divided  speech  here, 
and  in  May  1865,  his  body  lie  in  state  at 
the  capitol  before  burial  in  nearby  Oak 
Ridge  Cemetery. 

Perhaps  the  most  moving  sight  along 
the  Lincoln  trail  is  the  granite  tomb  con- 


This  famous  statue,  "Lincoln,  Book  and 
Ax",  is  located  at  New  Salem  State 
Historical  Park  near  Petersburg,  III. 


taining  Abraham  Lincoln's  remains  and 
those  of  his  wife  and  three  of  their  four 
sons.  Dedicated  in  1874,  the  tomb  was 
built  with  public  contributions  at  a  cost 
of  $180,000.  It  is  a  solemn  tribute  to  the 
president  we  all  remember  best. 


No  matter  what  time  of  year  you 
travel,  there's  always  plenty  to  see  and  do 
along  the  Lincoln  trail.  Festivals  and 
fairs  abound  throughout  the  year.  Most 
sights  are  open  daily,  but  hours  may  be 
restricted  in  winter.  And  with  a  few 
exceptions,  all  are  wheelchair  accessible. 

Accommodations  and  meals  pose  no 
problem  for  Lincoln  trail  travelers.  There 
are  family-priced  motels  and  camp- 
grounds aplenty,  as  well  as  luxury  high- 
rise  hotels  in  Lexington,  Louisville  and 
Springfield.  Restaurants  offer  everything 
from  home-cooked  meals  to  gourmet 
fare.  For  great  atmosphere  and  food,  the 
Old  Talbott  Tavern  in  Bardstown  and 
the  Trustees'  Office  Inn  at  Shaker  Village 
are  winners.  ■ 

For  More  Information 

■  Springfield  Convention  &  Visitors 
Bureau,  109  N.  Seventh  St./H&A, 
Springfield,  IL  62701;  (800)  545-7300, 
(217)  789-2360. 

■  Lincoln  Boyhood  National  Memo- 
rial/ H&A,  Lincoln  City,  IN  47552;  (8 1 2) 
937^541. 

■  Kentucky  Tourism  (800)  225-8747. 

■  Indiana  Tourism,  (800)  289-6646. 

■  Illinois  Tourism,  (800)  223-0121. 


THE  ONLY  BOOK  YOU  NEED 
TO  BOOK  YOUR  TRAVEL  PLANS. 
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From  relaxing  bed  and  breakfasts  to  small 
town  antique  shopping  to  wonderful  water  fun, 
Indiana  has  lots  of  affordable  getaways  waiting. 
For  your  FREE  Indiana  Travel  &  Vacation  Guide, 
send  in  the  coupon  below  or  call: 

1-800-477-ON-IN 

r      Mom-Come  On  IN  ~j 

|    Name  |! 

1  1        j    Address  j 

1           |    Citv  | 

1          |    State                           Zip  j! 

|          |    PLEASE  MAIL  TO:  Indiana  Department  of  Commerce  j 
I                           Tourism  and  Film  Development  Division  . 
 1       !                           One  North  Capitol,  Suite  700  I 

______  _                   i                            Indianapolis  IN  46204-2288  '"•*'] 
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5  stops  added  to  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail 

Posted:  Saturday,  November  9,  2013  1:44  pm 

Officials  have  added  five  stops  along  the  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  that  winds  through  a  large  swath  of 
central  Kentucky. 

The  trail  is  a  driving  tour  comprised  of  historical  sites  related  to  President  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was 
born  in  a  log  cabin  near  Hodgenville. 

The  News-Enterprise  (http://bit.ly/laAcZ2X)  reports  the  new  additions  are: 
The  Lincoln  Memorial  at  Waterfront  Park  in  Louisville 
The  Lincoln  National  Scenic  Byway  from  Hodgenville  to  Danville 
The  Lincoln  Legacy  Museum  in  Springfield 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum  on  the  campus  of  Lincoln  Memorial  University  near 
Middlesboro,  just  over  the  Tennessee  border 

A  home  in  Breckinridge  County  that  belonged  to  the  man  who  prosecuted  the  co-conspirators  in 
Lincoln's  assassination 

The  locations  join  more  than  a  dozen  established  sites  including  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Historical 
National  Park  in  Hodgenville,  the  Lincoln  cabin  at  Freeman  Lake  Park  in  Elizabethtown  and  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  Boyhood  Home  at  Knob  Creek. 

Kentucky  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  Director  Warren  Greer  said  this  was  the  first  opportunity  to  add  the 
locations  since  the  trail  was  re-established  in  2008.  Greer  said  many  of  the  locations  either  didn't  exist 
or  were  privately  owned  before  now. 

"They  are  (important)  sites  that  really  tell  the  story  of  Lincoln  in  Kentucky,"  he  said. 

The  Lincoln  Memorial  in  Louisville  was  developed  in  2009  and  includes  a  12-foot-tall  statue  of 
Lincoln. 

The  Lincoln  National  Scenic  Byway  is  a  72-mile  stretch  of  roadway  along  U.S.  3  IE  and  U.S.  150  that 
meanders  through  New  Haven,  Bardstown  and  Springfield. 

The  Lincoln  Legacy  Museum  in  Springfield  is  a  hallmark  to  Lincoln's  early  life. 

The  Abraham  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum  of  Lincoln  Memorial  University  near  Middlesboro  houses 
a  multitude  of  Lincoln  artifacts  including  books,  photographs,  paintings  and  personal  items  such  as  the 
cane  Lincoln  carried  to  Ford's  Theatre. 

http://www.bgdailynewsxom/news/state/sto  11/12/2013 


5  stops  added  to  Lincoln  Heritage  Trail  -  Bowling  Green  Daily  News:  State  News  Page  2  of  2 

The  fifth  addition  is  the  home  of  Joseph  Holt  in  Breckinridge  County,  which  is  being  restored  Holt 
served  as  judge  advocate  general  in  Lincoln's  cabinet  in  addition  to  prosecuting  the  co-conspirators  in 
Lincoln's  assassination. 

Susan  McCrobie,  president  of  the  Hardin  County  History  Museum  Board  of  Directors,  said  the  Joseph 
Holt  Home  also  has  local  historical  and  cultural  significance  because  he  was  an  attorney  in 
Elizabethtown  before  the  Civil  War  and  a  fierce  lover  of  Kentucky  _  a  trait  he  shared  with  Lincoln. 
"I'm  sure  that  came  through  during  their  discussions,"  she  said. 

McCrobie  said  the  additions  to  the  trail  help  tell  the  story  of  Lincoln's  life  in  Kentucky  and  how  his 
decisions  as  president  impacted  the  state. 


Information  from:  The  News-Enterprise,  http.V/www.thenewsenterprise 
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See  also: 


Kentucky  -  Barefoot  Trail 
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